DUMFRIES  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE 
HEALTH  AND  SANITARY 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
COUNTY 


1961. 


STAFF,  1961 

(1)  Medical  Staff 


County  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Social  Welfare  Officer 
SAMUEL  KENNEDY  DRAINER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers 

AGNES  F.  TURNER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

DAVID  A.  PLAYER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (Resigned  31/7/61) 
JAMES  G.  YOUNG,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (Resigned  31/5/61) 
AGNES  S.  CONWAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Appointed  16/10/61) 

(2)  Dental  Staff 


Chief  Dental  Officer 

JAMES  M.  CRINGEAN,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Dental  Officers 

AGNES  J.  DALZIEL,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Retired  30/9/61) 
ROBERT  CARSON,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

JOHN  THOMSON,  L.D.S.,  R.F.P.S.  (Appointed  6/11/61) 

Dental  Attendants 


RUTH  MELVILLE. 
SANDRA  WAUGH. 
PATRICIA  IRVING. 

(3)  County  Nursing  Staff 


County  Nursing  Superintendent 


JEMIMA  EWART,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Q.I.D.N. 


Health  Visitors 

MARGARET  B.  LOCKHART,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

ELLEN  JOHNSTONE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Q.LD.N. 
MORAG  McLEAN,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Q.LD.N.  (Resigned 

6/4/61) 

K.G.  LAMONT,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  (Appointed  8/6/61). 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 

MARGARET  BLACK,  R.G.N.,  Part  I C.M.B.,  H.V.,  Trop. 
Diseases  Certificate. 


School  Health  Visitors 


GWENDOLINE  BIGGAR,  R.G.N.,  Part  I C.M.B.,  H.V 
ANNIE  McQUEEN,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V. 

District  Nursing  Sisters 


CHRISTINA  MACDONALD,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M. , Q.I.D.N.  ...  Annan 

J.  RAMAGE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.  M.,  R.F.N.,  Q.I.D.N Annan 

H.HIDDLESTON,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Q.I.D.N Annan 


JANE  N.  BOYD,  R.G.N.  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 
CATHERINE  P.C.  BANNERMAN,  R.G.N 
(Resigned  15/7/61). 

ELSIE  B.  WOOD,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 


Canonbie 
S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.  Car- 
rutherstown 
Dumfries 
Landward 
Dunscore 
Eskdale 
Eskdale 


S.  ARBUCKLE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V. 

J.  REID,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M 

M.  INNES,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N 

SARAH  R.  YOUNG,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V.  Q.I.D.N. 

Glencairn 

MARGARET  SCOTT,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.S.C.N.,  QJ.D.N.,  H.V. 

Hoddom 

ANNIE  MACDONALD,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.  ... 

SARAH  SCULLION,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.M.N.,  Q.I.D.N 

E.C.  JAFFREY,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N 

CATHERINE  QUINN,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.  ... 

MARGARET  McKELVIE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 

MARY  J.  NUTTER,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 

I.  MACKIE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N 

EMILY  MURRAY,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.M.N 

MARGARET  HARDIE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  T.A.,  Q.I.D.N 
MARY  J.  MACDONALD,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N. 

RUTH  YOUNG,  R.G.N.,  R.S.C.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V 


Kirkconnel 
Kirkconnel 
Kirkmahoe 
Lochmaben 
Lockerbie 
Lockerbie 
Eastriggs 
Gretna 
Middlebie 
Moffat 
Q.I.D.N. 


Sanquhar 

MARY  HARKNESS,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.  ...  Penpont 
J.  RAMAGE,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  Q.I.D.N.  ...  Penpont 
MABEL  JOHNSTON,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N.,  H.V.,  Q.I.D.N. 

Thornhill 

JESSIE  McIVOR,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V.  ...  Tinwald 


Relief  District  Nursing  Sisters 


H.G.  BURGESS,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N 

AGNES  DALZELL,  R.G.N.,  S.CLM.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V. 
JEAN  MARSHALL,  R.G.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.I.D.N.,  H.V. 


Appointed 
Dalton  1/11/61. 

Appointed 

1/11/61. 


(4)  Mil  If  and  Dairies  Staff 
Dairy  Inspector 

DONALD  MACDONALD,  Cert,  Roy,  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

Milk  Officers 


DOROTHY  McLEAN 
GRACE  DAVIDSON 
SHEENA  McLEAN 
MARY  CORLETT 


(Resigned  15/3/61) 
(Resigned  15/11/61) 
(Resigned  14/12/61) 
(Appointed  1 5/12/61) 


(5)  Local  Government  Officers 


ROBERT  BELL  Headquarters  and  Dumfries 

District 


JOHN  JACKSON,  Cert.  Roy.  San. 
Assoc.  Scot. 

ROBERT  KIRKPATRICK 

ROBERT  HASTINGS 

JAMES  SIMMONS  

D.A.  HAMILTON  


...  Thornhill  District  (Retired 
15/4/61. 

...  Thornhill  District  (Appoin- 
ed  1/3/61) 

...  Annan  and  Gretna  Districts 
...  Lockerbie,  Langholm  and 
Moffat  Districts 
...  Kirkconnel  District 


(6)  Office  Staff 


(a)  Health  Department 


JANET  COLLOW,  Supervisor 

MAISIE  BOGLE,  Typist 

LORRAINE  CUMMING, Typist 
BERYL  JOYCE,  Typist 

MARGARET  ELLIOT,  Typist 
WILMA  PHILLIPS,  Typist 

BARBARA  MILLIGAN, Typist 
AGNES  NODLAND,  Typist 

MARGARET  TURNER, Typist 


(Resigned  2/11/61) 
(Resigned  27/10/61) 


(Appointed  6/11/61) 
(Appointed  6/11/61) 


Welfare  Foods  Distributor 


GRACE  DRYSDALE 


(b)  Social  Welfare  Department 

Typist  (Appointed  1/1/61) 


MARGARET  McGOWAN, 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  County  of  Dumfries  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1961.  There  is  included  a Report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1961. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


COUNTY  BUILDINGS, 
DUMFRIES. 
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REPORT 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Summary 


I960 

1961 

Population  

62,247 

61,818 

Marriage  Rate 

10.1 

12.2 

Birth  Rate  

17.9 

18.0 

Illegitimate  Births 

5.5 

5.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  

24 

25 

Death  Rate  

10.4 

10.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

26 

20 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  

0.08 

0.07 

Infectious  Diseases  Death  Rate 

0.03 

0.07 

Population 

The  Preliminary  Report  of  the  Sixteenth  Census,  which  was 
taken  in  April,  1961,  indicates  that  the  population  of  the  County 
was  61,148,  of  whom  45,003  were  resident  in  the  Landward  Area 
and  16,145  in  the  Small  Burghs. 


(a)  County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs 


Area 

Census  Population 

Ratio  of  1961 
to 

1951 

1961 

1951  (=  100) 

(a)  County  Landward 

(b)  Small  Burghs  — 

44,060 

45,003 

102,1 

Annan 

4,631 

5,572 

120.3 

Sanquhar  

2,381 

2,182 

91.6 

Lochmaben 

1,127 

1,279 

113.5 

Lockerbie  

2,621 

2,826 

107.8 

Moffat 

2,114 

1,917 

90.7 

Langholm  

2,404 

2,369 

98.5 

Total 

59.338 

61,148 

103.1 

2 


(b)  County  Districts 


District 

Census  Population 

Ratio  of  1961 
to 

1951  (=  100) 

1951 

1961 

Annan 

Dumfries  

Gretna 

Langholm  

Lockerbie  

Moffat 

Sanquhar 

Thornhill  

4,644 

11,969 

5,787 

2,676 

4,577 

1,619 

5,475 

7,313 

6,051 

13,002 

5,520 

2,403 

4,266 

1,583 

5,432 

6,746 

130.3 

108.6 

95.4 

89.8 

93.2 

97.8 

99.2 

92.2 

44,060 

45,003 

102.1 

The  Registrar -General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1961  is  as 
follows 


(a)  County  Landward  44,669 

(b)  Small  Burghs  - Annan  ...  5,596 

Sanquhar  2,172 

Lochmaben  1,280 

Lockerbie  2,820 

Moffat  1,915 

Langholm  2,366 


60,818 


Marriages 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-four  marriages  were  registered, 
giving  a marriage  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  populat- 
ion. 


Births 

The  numbers  of  births,  corrected  for  transfer,  were  as  foil 


ows 


3 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward 

798 

402 

396 

50 

(b)  Small  Burghs  — 
Annan 

151 

81 

70 

6 

Sanquhar 

38 

18 

20 

— 

Lochmaben ... 

24 

10 

14 

— 

Lockerbie  ... 

40 

19 

21 

1 

Moffat 

23 

15 

8 

4 

Langholm  ... 

23 

16 

7 

1 

Total 

1,097 

561 

536 

62 

The  birth-rate  of  18.0  is  very  slightly  higher  than  last  year. 
The  decennial  averages  since  1900  have  been 


1901  - 1910  23.43 

1911  - 1920  22.04 

1921  - 1930  21.50 

1931  - 1940  15.96 

1941  - 1950  17.99 

1951  - I960  17.08 


Illegitimate  Births 

The  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  5.5  percent  of  the  total 
births.  This  is  the  same  figure  as  for  last  year  and  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  figure  for  Scotland. 

Still  Births 

There  were  28  still-births,  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  25 
per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths 

There  were  692  deaths  (337  males,  355  females).  The  death 
rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  was  10.4. 

The  decennial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows 


1901-1910  15.24 

1911  - 1920  13.09 

1921  - 1930  12.00 

1931  - 1940  12.6 

1941  - 1950  11.6 

1951  - I960  10.73 


4 


The  Principal  causes  of  death  during  1961  were  as  follows 


Diseases  of  the  Heart 
Apoplexy 

Malignant  Disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Road  Accidents 
Accidents  in  the  Home 

Fifteen  men  and  four  women  died  from  cancer  of  die  res- 
piratory system. 

Infant  Mortality 

Of  the  692  deaths,  22  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  20  per  1,000  live 
births,  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in  the  County. 

No  less  than  16  of  these  deaths  took  place  within  the  first 
month  of  life  and  10  within  the  first  24  hours. 

The  decennial  averages  of  the  infant  mortality  rates  since 
the  beginning  of  the  century  are  as  follows 


1901  - 1910  94 
1911  - 1920  83 
1921  - 1930  72 
1931  _ 1940  69 
1941  - 1950  51 
1951  - I960  27 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Four  persons  (2  males,  2 females)  died  of  respiratory  tuber- 
culosis during  the  year.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  was  0.07  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  dramatic  decline  in  mortality  from 
this  cause  is  shown  in  the  following  table  of  tuberculosis  death 


1901  - 1910 
1911  - 1920 
1921  - 1930 
1931  - 1940 
1941  - 1950 
1951  - I960 


2.7 

1.38 

0.99 

0.59 

0.47 

0.11 


Male  Female  Total 


117 

111 

228 

48 

65 

113 

56 

49 

105 

16 

27 

43 

16 

7 

23 

15 

4 

19 

11 

4 

15 

rates 
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National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 

Part  iii 

!•  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Ante-natal  care  was  given  in  domiciliary  cases  by  all  the 
district  nursing  sisters  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
family  doctors.  Such  ante-natal  care  was  given  in  their  homes  to 
420  expectiint  mothers,  and  1,155  visits  were  paid. In  some  parts 
of  the  County,  the  district  nursing  sisters  attended  the  general 
practitioners  surgeries  when  ante-natal  examinations  were  being 
undertaken.  6 


In  addition,  three  ante-natal  clinics  functioned  throughout 
the  year  at  Annan,  Kelloholm  and  Langholm.  As  before,  medical 
care  was  given  by  staff  from  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital,  and 
members  of  the  Council’s  nursing  staff  were  in  attendance.  Most 
mothers  attending  these  clinics  had  elected  to  be  confined  in 
hospital. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  were  as 
follows 


Clinic 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

First 

vjsits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annao  

261 

1,423 

1,684 

119 

119 

Kirkconnel 

160 

544 

704 

110 

_ 

110 

Langholm  

36 

66 

102 

23 

_ 

23 

Totals 

457 

2,033 

2,490 

252 

- 

252 

(b)  Child  Welfare 

. The  child  welfare  centre  at  Brydekirk  was  discontinued 
uring  the  year  and  the  Locharbriggs  centre  was  transferred  from 
the  Hall  to  the  School. 

Attendances  at  the  various  centres  during  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  following  table 


6 


Under  1 year 


Centre 

Firat  visits 

Subsequent  Tiaits 

Total 

Annan,  Springbeila  

Brydekirk  ...  •- 

Canonbie 

Ecclefechmn  

Eaatrigg 

Gretna  

Kirkconnel  

Lockerbie 

Langholm  ...  ...  

Locharbrigga  

Sanquhar  

113 

17 

28 

26 

47 

54 

100 

46 

26 

36 

44 

1,410 

94 

127 

129 

612 

640 

613 

432 

992 

535 

388 

1.523 

111 

155 

155 

659 

694 

713 

478 

1,018 

571 

432 

Total 

537 

5,972 

6,509 

1—5  years 


Centre 

Annan,  Springbeila 
Brydekitk  ... 
Canonbie  ... 

Ecc  left  chan 
Eastnggs  ... 

Gretna 
Kirkconnel 
Lockerbie  ... 
Langholm  ... 
Locbarbrigga 
Sanquhar  ... 

Total 


First  Viaita 

22 

3 

5 

44 

33 

24 

15 

66 

13 

227 


Subsequent  viiits 

459 

23 

44 

63 

257 

313 

295 

219 

322 

16 

49 

2,060 


Total 

461 

23 

47 

66 

301 

348 

319 

234 

388 

16 

62 

2,287 


In  addition,  13,586  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  to  children 
under  one  year  and  13,  413  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one 
year  and  five. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  33  distributing  centres  throughout  the  County, 
most  of  them  operated  by  voluntary  workers. 

The  amounts  of  food  distributed  are  shown  below,  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year 
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1961 

I960 

National  dried  milk 

28,337 

35,007 

Cod  Liver  oil  

2,001 

3,260 

Vitamin  Tablets 

•••  •••  •••  7 

1,098 

Orange  juice  

10,292 

16,892 

The  effect  of  a 

charge  being 

made  as  from  June, 

1961,  for 

cod  liver  oil,  vitamin 

tablets  and 

orange 

juice  is  shown  in  the 

following  table 

National 

Cod  Li 

ver  Vitamin 

Oranee 

Dried  Milk 

Oil 

Tablets 

Tuice 

January 

2,190 

219 

89 

1,067 

F ebruary  

2,222 

260 

94 

1,187 

March  

3,295 

320 

109 

1,736 

April  

2,124 

247 

69 

1,062 

May  

3,494 

477 

164 

2,307 

June  

1,498 

35 

43 

214 

July  

2,647 

53 

40 

550 

August 

2,287 

46 

26 

375 

September  

2,537 

73 

43 

544 

October 

1,774 

66 

27 

329 

November  

2,247 

109 

47 

609 

December  

2,022 

96 

45 

312 

Total 

28,337 

2,001 

7 96 

10,292 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Each  district  nursing  sister  is  a qualified  midwife  but  on 
only  one  occasion  was  a member  of  the  nursing  staff  called  upon 
to  take  full  charge  of  a confinement.  All  other  domiciliary  con- 
finements were  undertaken  by  general  medical  practitioners  with 
the  district  nursing  sister  acting  as  maternity  nurse. 


The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  attendance  at  the 
domiciliary  confinements 


Doctor 
engaged  and 
present  at 
confinement 

Doctor 
engaged  and 
not  present 
at  confinement 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged) 

Midwifes  empldyed  by  the  County 

Council 

136 

40 

1 

Private  practising  midwirea 

- 

t 

8 


All  the  district  nursing  sisters  have  been  trained  in  the  use 
of  gas  and  air  and  of  trilene  for  analgesia  in  childbirth.  Each 
midwife  is  equipped  with  Minett  apparatus  for  the  administration 
of  gas  and  air,  and  six  trilene  inhalers  are  available.  Analgesia 
was  administered  in  domiciliary  cases  as  follows 


Gas  and  air  analgesia 

119 

Trilene 

50 

Pethidine 

57 

Maternity  outfits  were  supplied  to  all  mothers  being  confined 
at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
by  a midwife  under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 
1951. 


Three  members  of  the  nursing  staff  attended  a refresher 
course  for  midwives. 

The  non-medical  supervision  of  mid  wives  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

Arrangements  for  health  visiting  remained  unchanged.  In  the 
rural  areas  the  district  nursing  sisters  undertake  the  combined 
duties  of  home  nursing,  domiciliary  midwifery  and  health  visiting. 
In  the  more  populous  areas  of  Annan,  Kirkconnel  and  Gretna, 
health  visiting  is  carried  out  by  full-time  health  visitors.  There 
is,  in  addition,  one  full-time  tuberculosis  health  visitor  and  two 
school  health  visitors.  The  school  health  visitors  work  mainly  in 
schools  in  Dumfries,  though  they  also  undertake  routine  audiomet- 
ric testing  in  the  whole  education  area. 


Home  visits  were 

made  by  the  general  health 

visitors  as 

follows 

Number  Visited 

Total  Visits 

Expectant  mothers 

420 

1,155 

Children  under  1 year 

1,247 

13,586 

Children  1 — 5 years 

3,486 

13,413 

Persons  over  65  years 

550 

2,749 

4.  Home  Nursing 

The  work  of  the  district  nursing  sisters  in  their  capacity  as 
home  nurses  may  be  summarised  as  follows 
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Number  of  cases  attended  2,483 

Number  of  visits  paid  29,290 

lo  C cases  attended,  1,240  were  elderly  patients,  to  whom 

18,097  visits  were  paid.  The  effect  of  the  ageing  of  the  population 
is  shown  in  the  ever-increasing  demands  on  the  nursing  staff. 

5.  Home  Help  Service 

, u jE?.™63110  assistance  was  given  in  circumstances  of  house- 
hold difficulty  due,  usually,  to  old  age,  illness  or  home  confine- 
ment.  The  number  of  hours  is  adjusted  to  actual  need  and  each 
applicant  s ability  to  contribute  is  assessed  according  to  means. 
Four  out  of  every  five  recipients  of  domestic  help  were  of  pens- 
ionable age. 

During  the  year,  one  full-time  home  help  and  45  part-time 
workers  were  employed.  The  number  of  persons  assisted  were  as 
follows 


Annan  

Lockerbie  ... 
Lochmaben  ... 

Moffat 

Langholm 
Sanquhar 
Landward  Area 

Aged  and 
Infirm 

Illness 

Maternity 

3 

• • • • • • 

2 

3 

4 

2 

30 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

3 

2 

44 

15 

6 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(a)  Vaccination 

against  Smallpox. 

The  numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  during  1961  were  as 
follows 


Age  Group 

Primary  Vaccination 

Re  •vaccination 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Born  in  1961  

259 

9 

Aged  1 — 5 years  

563 

19 

- 

_ 

Aged  over  5 year* 

14 

4 

94 

27 

Total 

636 

32 

94 

27 

10 


Approximately  65  per  cent  of  Dumfriesshire  children  have 
been  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

The  practice  was  continued  of  giving  combined  inoculations 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  In  all,  1,175 
children  received  a full  course  of  treatment  and  1,069  received 
a single  maintenance  dose  of  diphtheria-tetanus  prophylactic  on 
entering  school. 

The  level  of  immunisation  at  approximately  97  per  cent  is 
most  satisfactory.  During  the  year  duplicate  records  were  made 
in  respect  of  children  who  had  received  protection  against  tetanus. 
These  records  were  filed  in  the  casualty  department  of  certain 
hospitals. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  all  persons 
between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  forty  years,  and  to  others  at 
special  risk.  Fourth  inoculations  were  given  to  primary  school 
children. 


The  numbers  of 

persons 

vaccinated  were 

as  follows :— 

Two  doses 

Three  doses 

Four  doses 

Children  bom  in  1961 

197 

20 

- 

Children  1-15  years 

1,301 

1,727 

6,151 

Young  persons 

410 

443 

—— 

Adults  aged  27  — 40 

812 

702 

Adults  over  40  years 

69 

51 

Total 

2,787 

2,943 

6,151 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

The  programme  of  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  against  tuber- 
culosis was  continued  in  Dumfries  shire  schools.  Each  child 
age  13  years  giving  a negative  Heaf  test  was  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  and  each  giving  a positive  reaction  was  x-rayed  at  Loch- 
maben  Chest  Hospital.  No  child  was  found  to  suffer  from  active 
disease. 

The  particulars  are  shown  in  the  following  table:— 
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Group 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Negative  Reactors 

Vaccinated 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Contact* 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

School  children 

403 

343 

368 

317 

368 

317 

7.  Prevention,  Care  and  After-care 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  patients  notified  and  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  was  as  follows 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  cases 

12 

11 

23 

Non-respiratory  cases  

3 

3 

6 

15 

14 

29 

This  is  the  same  number  of  patients  as  notified  in  the 
previous  year. 

Twenty-seven  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year,  twenty -five  were  discharged  and  four  died,  leaving  seven 
patients  still  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  were  348  names  (164  males,  184  females)  in  the 
register,  thirty  fewer  than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  Of 
these,  299  suffer  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  49  from  other 
forms  of  the  disease. 

Additional  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  was  supplied  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician.  All  tuberculous 
patients  have  been  suitably  housed. 

Co-operation  with  the  Hospital  Service  continued  to  be 
excellent.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  made  951  domiciliary 
visits  during  the  year. 

(b)  Venereal  Disease 

The  numbers  of  Dumfriesshire  patients  who  attended  the 
Special  Treatment  Clinic  at  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
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Infirmary  for  the  first  time  during  1961  were  as  follows 


Male 

Female 

Syphilis  — 

Early 

— 

1 

Late 

1 

1 

Congenital 

- 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

13 

8 

Non-gonococcal  urethritis 

10 

— 

Other  conditions 

26 

16 

50  27 


There  were  seventeen  more  new  cases  than  in  the  previous  year, 
the  most  significant  increase  being  in  the  number  of  women 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea. 

(c)  Communicable  Disease 

During  the  year  110  notifications  of  communicable  disease 
were  received.  The  numbers  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
together  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  nine  years 
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1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 
1?61 

6 

2 

4 

5 
1 

1 

2 

60 

30 

29 

43 

55 

12 

21 

47 

27 
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10 
7 
2 

11 
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14 
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2 

5 

3 

6 

4 
2 
2 
1 

i 

i 
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126 

40 

68 

37 

40 

43 

36 

61 

55 

14 

47 

43 

61 

32 

37 

24 

29 

34 

22 

23 

14 

14 

16 

8 

6 

14 

12 

13 

7 

6 

- 

3 

1 

1 

85 

248 

73 

60 

134 

39 

37 

17 

129 

21 

2 

2 

4 

2 

333 

539 

286 

203 

301 

203 

143 

173 

275 

no 

The  place  of  residence  of  these  patients  is  as  follows 
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County  Landward 


Annan  Burgh 


Langholm  Burgh 
Lochmaben  Burgh 

Lockerbie  Burgh 


Moffat  Burgh 
Sanquhar  Burgh 


Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia  - Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  — Acute  Primary 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 


Scarlet  Fever 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Nil. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery 


Scarlet  Fever 


Pneumonia  — Acute  Primary 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


26 

2 

10 

5 

18 

20 

3 

20 


2 

2 

2 


3 

1 

1 

1 


(d)  Chiropody 

The  chiropody  service  was  extended  to  include  Wanlockhead 
and  Thornhill  and  district.  The  total  number  of  treatments  given 
was  1,660. 
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8.  Mental  Health 


Children 

Information  as  to  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Centre  is  contained  in  the  School  Health  Report.  Most  children 
admitted  to  the  Department  of  Child  Psychiatry  at  Crichton  Royal 
were  first  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  or  as  outpatients 
to  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Dumfries  Infirmary. 

Two  mentally  deficient  children  were  admitted  to  certified 
institutions  during  the  year. 

Adults 


Five  persons  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  at  the 
instance  of  the  authorised  officers. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  great  majority  of  patients  requiring 
hospital  care  were  admitted  on  a voluntary  basis.  The  actual 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  family  doctors  in  most  cases. 

Six  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  Dumfriesshire  and  four 
are  under  guardianship  outwith  the  County.  Thirty-eight,  mental 
defectives,  whose  ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfriesshire,  are 
presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  21  — Residential  Accommodation 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  persons 
afforded  residential  accommodation  during  the  year 


Rowantree  House 

Norweo  House 

Benn 

esy 

M. 

F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  residents  at 
1/1/61  

14 

12 

16 

7 

- 

3 

10 

Number  of  admissions 

6 

8 

9 

9 

13 

2 

- 

6 

Number  of  discharge* 

10 

6 

9 

9 

10 

2 

1 

3 

Number  of  residents  at 
31/12/61 

10 

16 

W 

its 

10 

- 

2 

11 

15 


Section  29  - Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 

Blind  Persons 

During  the  year  11  new  cases  of  blindness  were  certified. 
The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  97  (41  males,  56  females).  The  cases  may  be  classified 
as  follows 


At  school  in  Institution  for  the  Blind  5 
Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind  2 

Employed  as  Home  Workers  1 

Undergoing  training  for  employment  2 

Accepted  for  training  1 

Not  capable  of  work  21 

Not  available  for  employment  6 5 


Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  is  delegated  to  the 
Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
The  County  Council  contributes  to  the  Mission’s  funds  on  a 
capitation  basis. 

Physically  Handicapped  Persons 

One  young  adult  was  admitted  to  Red  Cross  House,  Largs. 

A Cheshire  Home  was  opened  at  Camsalloch,  near  Dumfries, 
in  April,  1961. 

Two  patients  benefited  from  the  Area  Welfare  Grant  Scheme 
of  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation.  The  Scheme  is  admin- 
istered by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  aims  to  help  patients 
who  suffer  from  cancer. 


Welfare  of  the  Aged 


There  are  four  Old  People’s  Welfare  Organisations  in  the 
County.  They  provide  a visiting  service,  arrange  for  chiropody 
treatments  and  in  one  case,  in  Langholm,  operate  a Meals  on 
Wheels  Service. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES  (1961) 

1.  Milk  & Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during  the 
year  was  24,033,975  gallons  as  against  23,395,070  gallons  last 
year.  Of  this  amount  99.84%  was  sold  as  * 'Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk,  and  the  remainder,  although  produced  from  "Tuberculin 
Tested”  herds,  was  sold  as  'Ordinary'  milk. 

Five  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  and  licensed  for 
"Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  production,  and  twenty-three,  all  of 
which  were  "Tuberculin  Tested”,  ceased  milk  production  during 
the  year.  The  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County  is 
now  799,  or  nineteen  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Dairy  farms  licensed  to  produce  "Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
reached  the  100%  mark  this  year  when  the  only  remaining  'Ord- 
inary’ dairy  ceased  milk  production. 

The  number  of  bulk  milk  tanks  in  operation  at  farms  in  the 
County  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  108,  an  increase  of  41  since 
the  end  of  I960.  Five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  samples  were 
taken  of  milk  in  bulk  tanks  and  sixty-three  proved  unsatisfactory 
bacterio logically.  Two  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  failed 
because  of  a high  bacterial  count  only;  fifty -eight  because  of 
bacillus  coli  only;  and  three  because  of  high  count  and  coli. 
It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  these  results.  Seventy-three 
bulk  milk  suppliers  had  satisfactory  samples  during  the  whole 
year. 

Mechanical  means  of  conveying  milk  from  the  byre  to  the 
dairy  continues  to  increase.  There  are  now  fifteen  milking  parlours 
in  use,  mainly  in  conjunction  with  cow  courts,  nine  round  the 
byre  milking  installations,  and  twenty-three  vacuum-releaser, 
milk  pipe-lines  from  byre  to  dairy.  On  a few  occasions  attention 
has  had  to  be  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  of 
one  or  two  pipe-lines  but,  on  the  whole,  they  are  being  kept  very 
clean.  This  is  borne  out  by  satisfactory  results  of  the  samples 
of  milk  passing  through  them. 

The  creameries  in  the  County,  which  are  engaged  mainly  in 
cheese  making,  operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Mechanical  means  for  the  washing  and  sterilising  of  road 
tankers  is  still  overdue.  A series  of  sterility  rinses  and  swabs 
carried  out  on  road  milk-tankers  during  the  year  indicated  that, 
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although  the  tanks  were  being  reasonably  well  cleaned,  the  milk 
pump  and  the  hose  were  the  parts  most  liable  to  be  contaminated. 

1,333  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year  as 
follows 


Routine 

Structural 

Milk  (Spec. 
Des.)  Orders 

Scottish  Milk 
Testing 

Miscellan- 

eous. 

181 

416 

587 

63 

86 

2.  Retail  Milk  Supplies 

The  total  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  County  remains 
the  same  as  last  year 


Retailers 

15 

Producer  retailers  

10 

Shop  selling  bottled  milk  only  ... 

23 

Milk  vending  machines  

2 

Whirlcool  milk  dispensers 

6 

One  retailer  was  upgraded  from  'Ordinary’  to  "Tuberculin 
Tested’’ during  theyear  leaving  one  who  is  still  in  the  'Ordinary’ 
category  although  the  milk  sold  is  from  a "Tuberculin  Tested” 
source.  All  the  other  retailers  hold  appropriate  licences  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders.  One  retailer  in  the  County 
pasteurises  milk  and  three  retailers  from  outwith  the  County  hold 
supplementary  "Pasteurised”  licences  in  respect  of  milk  they 
sell  within  the  County. 

One  milk  retailer  in  the  County  has  broken  new  ground  by 
installing  a cylindrical,  stainless-steel,  bulk  - milk  storage  tank 
which  is  mechanically  washed  and  sterilised.  The  bulk  milk 
supply  is  stored  under  complete  cover  and  at  low  temperature 
before  bottling.  Test  results  of  equipment  and  milk  have,  so  far, 
been  most  satisfactory.  This  system  would  appear  to  be  a real 
advance  in  the  hygienic  handling  of  retail  milk  supplies. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  premises  were  mostly  satis- 
factory, and  minor  faults  to  which  attention  had  to  be  drawn  were 
speedily  remedied  by  the  retailer  concerned. 

Ninety-nine  samples  of  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  eight  proved  unsatisfactory. 
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3.  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

There  were  10  suppliers  of  school  milk  and  all  the  supplies 
were  sampled  during  each  school  term.  Sixty-five  samples  were 
taken  and  of  these  8 proved  unsatisfactory.  Five  of  the  ten 
suppliers  were  concerned  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

4.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  Scheme  was  411.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  471.  The  following  table  shows  notifications  received 
from  the  various  creameries 


Creamery 

Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

Vd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory  

94 

2 6 

13 

114 

247 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

14 

4 

3 

104 

125 

Sanquhar  Creamery 

- 

“ 

9 

9 

Cowhill  Creamery  

4 

1 

— 

4 

9 

Other  Creameries  

6 

- 

- 

15 

21 

Totals 

118 

31 

16 

246 

411 

5.  Milk  & Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934. 

The  practice  of  using  transport  cans  that  do  not  have  the 
farmer’s  name  and  address  still  persists  although  to  a lesser 
degree  than  formerly. 

6.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders,  1951/52. 

Thirty-four  producers'  "Tuberculin  Tested  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these,  13  were  to  farmers  taking  over 
premises  where  the  previous  producer  held  a "Tuberculin  Tested’ 
licence,  1 6 were  changes  in  the  name  of  the  licensed  producer, 
and  5 were  in  respect  of  new  dairies. 

Four  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  milk  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  these  4,253  were  of  Tuberculin 
Tested”  milk  and  23  of  "Certified”  milk.  The  total  number  of 
unsatisfactory  samples  was  936  "Tuberculin  Tested  and  8 
"Certified”. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty -seven  "Tuberculin  Tested  prod- 
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ucerS  had  a completely  satisfactory  record,  193  had  one  failure 
12  had  two  failures,  52  had  three  failures,  and  69  had  four  or  more 
failures.  Twenty-eight  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  had  three 
consecutive  failures  and  22  had  four  or  more  consecutive  failures. 

No  Certified  producer  had  a completely  satisfactory 
record  — two  had  one  failure  and  three  had  two  failures.  None  of 
the  Certified  producers  had  three  or  more  consecutive  failures. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  sterility  rinses  and  swabs  of 
dairy  equipment  were  taken  during  the  year  to  check  the  efficiency 
o cleaning  and  sterilising,  and  53  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory. 


Rinses 

Taken 

Unsatisfactory 

Teat  Clusters  

35 

12 

Unit  Pails  ... 

27 

Coolers 

21 

8 

13 

Transport  cans 

29 

Pipe  lines 

5 

i 

4 

Milk  lifts 

4 

Swabs 

Bulk  tank  sides 

10 

1 

2 

Milk  Pumps 

6 

Vhirlcools 

1 

1 

Pipe  lines  

2 

0 

Vacuum  Lid  

1 

0 

Retailers 

Bottles  

20 

0 

Totals  

161 

53 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month,  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  : — 


Month 

Samples  Taken 

Samples  Unsatisfactory 

January  

484 

41 

February  

405 

72 

March  

457 

69 

April  

390 

86 

May 

431 

93 

June  

387 

119 

July  

327 

134 

August  

360 

108 

September 

339 

102 

October  

347 

59 

Norember 

308 

52 

December 

41 

7 

Totals 

4,276 

944 

20 


Fifty-one  producers  were  reported  to  the  appropriate  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  milk 
samples  and  methods  of  production.  The  licences  of  eleven 
producers  were  suspended.  The  others  cleared  up  after  having 
received  a warning  that  their  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  would 
be  suspended  or  revoked  unless  a considerable  improvement  was 
achieved  immediately  in  the  standard  of  milk  produced  at  their 
premises. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

(a)  Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  of  the  Act 

PART  I 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and 
6 are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  : 

Langholm  

2 

4 

... 

... 

Lochmaben 

7 

17 

... 

... 

Moffat  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sanquhar  

5 

5 

... 

... 

Annan  

9 

15 

... 

... 

Lockerbie 

2 

2 

... 

Landward  Area 

1 

2 

... 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  : 

Langholm  

28 

39 

... 

... 

Lochmabem  

10 

36 

... 

Moffat  

16 

11 

... 

Sanquhar  

21 

21 

... 

Annan 

38 

52 

... 

Lockerbie 

32 

36 

1 

... 

Landward  Area  

132 

449 

... 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(including  out-twotkers'  premises)  : 

Langholm  

2 

8 

... 

... 

Lochmaben 

... 

... 

Moffat  

... 

... 

Sanquhar  

... 

... 

Annan  

... 

Lockerbie 

74 

... 

... 

Landward  Area  

28 

1 

21 


(b)  No.  of  Cases  where  Defects  Found 


No.  of  Cases  where  Defects  Found 


Area  Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

Prose- 

cuted. 

Langholm 

Sanquhar  ...  Want  of  Cleanliness 

i 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  :• 

... 

... 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

2 

2 

Insufficient 

2 

i 

... 

... 

Lockerbie  ...  Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

... 

... 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

3 

3 

Lochmaben  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

4 

4 

... 

Annan  ...  Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

3 

Landward  ...  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Area  Insufficient 

5 

3 

Unsuitable  or 

... 

... 

Defective 

3 

3 

Other  Offences 

1 

i 

... 

... 

PART  VIII 

OUTWORK 


Area 

Nature  of 
Work. 

s. 

•ction  110 

Section  111 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
- UHc) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 

prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Langholm 

Making 

wearing 

apparel 

¥> 

... 

... 

... 

... 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1961. 

1.  List  of  Staff. 


See  beginning  of  this  Report. 

2.  General  Statistics. 


Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs.  61,148 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries.  27,275 

Number  of  Schools : 

(a)  Primary  Schools  ) under  the  Education 

(b)  Secondary  Schools  ) Authority  90 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools  1 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  1 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  the  Education  Authority  1 

(e)  Nursery  Schools  2 

(f)  Occupation  Centre  1 

(g)  Barony  Residential  School. 

Number  of  Children  on  the  registers  15,02/ 

Number  of  Children  in  average  attendance  13,968 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  School s. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during 

the  current  session 

New  Buildings.  New  Schools  or  Departments  were  com- 

pleted during  the  year  at  Lochside 
School,  Dumfries  High  School,  Lockerbie 
Academy  and  Glenzier  School. 

Lighting.  Roof  lights  were  installed  in  one  class- 

room and  artificial  lighting  was  improved 
in  the  classrooms  of  eight  schools. 

Heating.  The  heating  system  was  renewed  at  one 

school. 


Cloakroom  Facilities.  Additional  washhand  basins  were  provided 

at  one  school  and  hot  water  was  installed 
at  nine  schools. 

Staff  Rooms.  Several  staff  rooms  were  refurnished.  A 

staff  cloakroom  was  provided  at  one 
school  and  cloakroom  accommodation  for 
meals'  staff  was  made  at  one  school. 
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Playgroimds.  Improvements  were  carried  out  to  play- 

grounds at  six  schools  and  a cycle  shed 
was  provided  at  one  school. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

The  usual  programme  of  routine  school  inspections  was 
disturbed  for  about  a month  during  the  spring  term  when  B.C.G. 
vaccination  was  carried  out  in  the  usual  age  group.  Again,  in  the 
summer  term,  another  month  was  completely  taken  up  by  the  school 
medical  officers  in  giving  fourth  inoculations  of  poliomyelitis 
vaccine.  As  a result,  twenty-five  schools  did  not  have  the  usual 
second  inspection  this  session  and  six  others  did  not  have  a 
complete  inspection  though  all  the  infant  entrants  in  this  latter 
group  were  examined. 

Figures  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  are  shown  in  Appendix  1. 
Audiometry. 

The  two  School  Health  Visitors  have  continued  the  routine 
audiometric  testing  of  children  in  the  six-year-old  age  group,  all 
children  referred  by  parents,  teachers,  or  school  medical  officers, 
and  all  who  were  previously  found  to  have  doubtful  or  defective 
hearing  (See  Appendix  2). 

Ophthalmic  Work 

Visual  acuities  were  taken  this  year  in  the  six-year-old  and 
seven-year-old  groups.  In  future,  this  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
six-year-old  group. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  have  continued  to  undertake 
the  usual  refraction  work  but  have  been  referring  more  children  to 
the  Ophthalmologist,  particularly  those  who  might  benefit  from 
orthoptic  treatment. 

An  Ophthalmologist  has  attended  the  County  Buildings 
Clinic  as  often  as  one  could  be  spared  from  the  hospital  but  there 
have  not  been  sufficient  sessions  to  cover  the  work.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  114  children  were  awaiting  examination. 

The  Orthoptist  attends  once  a week  at  the  County  Buildings 
Clinic. 

The  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  been  asked  to 
assume  responsibility  for  the  sight-testing  of  school  children  in 
the  area  and  for  the  provision  of  spectacles.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
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Board  will  be  able  to  recruit  staff  in  order  that  this  new  arrange- 
ment will  come  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school 
year. 

Mental  Health . 


In  addition  to  the  usual  assessment  and  supe  rvision  of 
mentally  handicapped  children,  the  school  medical  officers  have 
held  a fortnightly  session  at  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  when 
children  referred  for  any  reason  were  medically  examined. 

5.  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 

A total  number  of  4,482  children  were  medically  examined 
systematically  in  the  appropriate  age  groups.  The  figures  and 
percentages  tabled  below  refer  to  these  children  only.  Under  the 
heading  of  mental  and  nervous  conditions  a note  is  made  of  the 
number  of  mental  tests  carried  out  and  a summary  is  shown  of  the 
work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre. 

There  is  an  increase  of  391  children  systematically  exam- 
ined. This  has  taken  place  in  the  third  age  group.  Numbers  in  the 
entrant  and  second  age  group  are  lower  due  to  the  fact  that  not 
all  children  were  examined  this  year  because  of  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  campaign. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  of  children  previously  found 
to  be  suffering  from  some  defect  is  less  than  in  previous  years, 
particularly  so  in  the  case  of  those  re-inspected  for  uncleanliness. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  special  visits  paid 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
increased  attention  to,  and  supervision  of,  handicapped  children. 

Attendance  of  Parents 

Percentage  of  Parents  Present 
1960-61  1939-60 


E n tr  ant  s...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

80.36 

70.88 

2nd  Age  Group 

30.91 

28.58 

3rd  Age  Group 

1.14 

1.39 

4th  Age  Group 

— 

— 

Other  systematic  examinations 

30.98 

22.05 

These  figures,  though  showing  an  increase  on  those  of  last 
year,  are  in  line  with  the  usual  attendances  of  parents.  It  has 
been  noted  that  parents  in  the  new  housing  areas  attend  in  greater 
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numbers,  possibly  because  of  the  nearness  of  the  school  to  the 


Clothing  unsatisfactory 

Boys 

Girls 

Footgear  unsatisfactory 

Boys 

Girls 


Uncleanliness 


(a)  Head  — dirty 


Boys 

Girls 


1960-61  1959-60 

1  (0.05%) 


1 (0.05%) 


Head  — verminous 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

(b)  Body  — dirty 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

Body  — verminous 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 


2 (0.09%)  5 (0.24%) 

11  (0.51%)  21  (1.06%) 

3 (0.13%)  1 (0.05%) 


The  condition  of  clothing  and  footgear,  and  the  general 
cleanliness  of  children  seen  at  systematic  examinations,  con- 
tinues to  be  most  satisfactory.  The  parents  of  children  seen  at 
these  times  have  had  intimation  of  the  examination  and  have 
had  time  to  prepare  their  children  so  that  the  figures  may  not  be 
an  accurate  indication  of  the  condition  of  the  school-children 
generally.  Even  so,  the  improvement  is  very  obvious  as  compared 
with  past  years. 

1960-61  1959-60 

Skin  ' ■ 

(a)  Head 

Ringworm Boys - 1 (0.05%) 

Girls - l (0.05%) 


26 


1960-61 

1959-60 

Impetigo 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  2 (0.09%) 
...  2 (0.09%) 

4 (0.20%) 
2 (0.10%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  8 (0.  35%) 
...  5 (0.23%) 

4 (0.20%) 
6 (0.30%) 

Body 

Ringworm 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  3 (0.13%) 

Impetigo 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  — 

- 

Scabies  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  1 (0.04%) 

...  1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  36(1.61%) 
...  28  (1.30%) 

28  (1.40%) 
18  (0.90%) 

Contagious  skin  diseases  continue  to  have  a low  incidence. 
The  figures  noted  under  "other  diseases”  consist  of  a variety  of 
non-contagious  conditions  of  the  skin,  such  as  eczema,  dermatitis 
and  psoriasis. 

Nutritional  State 


Slightly  defective 

Boys  ... 

111(4.95%) 

94(4.70%) 

Girls  ... 

63(2.92%) 

85(4.25%) 

B&d  •••  •••  ••• 

Boys  ... 

— 

— 

Girls  ... 

The  subject  of  defective  nutrition  is  a much  debated  one 
and  each  School  Medical  Officer  has  his  own  standards  for  making 
this  assessment.  Generally  speaking,  the  nutrition  of  die  children 
in  the  County  and  Burgh  of  Dumfries  is  satisfactory,  but  there  is 
still  a very  small  number  of  children  whose  nutritional  state 
might  be  improved.  The  fault  lies  not  so  much  in  under-noun shment 
as  in  the  giving  of  diets  which  are  not  properly  balanced. 

1960-61  1959-60 

Mouth  and  Teeth 


Unhealthy Boys 

Girls 


28(1.25%)  23(1.15%) 

9(0.42%)  12(0.60%) 
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These  figures  do  not  include  dental  caries  but  only  con- 
ditions such  as  sepsis,  unhealthy  gums,  and  irregular  dentition 
requiring  orthodontic  treatment. 


Naso-pharynx 

1960-61 

1959-60 

(a)  Nose 

Obstruction  requiring 
observation 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

12  (0.53%) 
21  (0.97%) 

21  (1.05%) 
19  (0.95%) 

Obstruction  requiring 
operation  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

9 (0.40%) 
10  (0.46%) 

21  (1.05%) 
12  (0.60%) 

Other  conditions 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

8 (0.35%) 
1 (0.05%) 

6 (0.30%) 
2 (0.10%) 

(b)  Throat 


Tonsils  requiring 


observation 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

13  (0.58%) 
9 (0.42%) 

50  (2.50%) 
52  (2.60%) 

Tonsils  requiring 

operation  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

7 (0.31%) 
21  (0.97%) 

28  (1.40%) 
21  (1.05%) 

Glands 

Requiring  observation... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

7 (0.33%) 

4 (0.20%) 
3 (0.15%) 

Requiring  operation 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

— 

- 

The  smaller  numbers  in  this  group  reflect  the  present  trend 
among  ear,  throat  and  nose  surgeons  in  adopting  a conservative 
attitude  towards  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Figures  for  glands  are  accounted  for  by  cases  in  which 
there  is  marked  glandular  enlargement  due,  usually,  to  tonsillar 
infection.  No  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  cervical  glands  have 
been  recorded  for  many  years. 


28 


1960-61  1959-60 

Eyes 


(a)  External  Diseases 


Blepharitis  ... 

... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  8(0.35%) 
...  7(0.33%) 

5 (0.25%) 
3 (0.15%) 

Conjunctivitis 

... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  4(0.17%) 
...  5 (0.25%) 

2 (0.10%) 
4 (0.20%) 

Corneal  opacities  ... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  — 

1 (0.05%) 

Strabismus  ... 

.... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  22  (0.98%) 
...20  (0.93%) 

23  (0.15%) 
28  (1.40%) 

Other  diseases 
(b)  Visual  Acuity 

... 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

...  5 (0.22%) 

1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 

Oood  ...  ... 

Boys 

Girls 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

2038  (71.43%)  I486  (75.81%) 
1729  (67.33%)  1159  (71.56%) 

F air  ...  ... 

Boys 

Girls 

• • • • • • 
• • • • • • 

760  (26.64%)  428  (21.84%) 
794  (30.72%)  416  (25.60%) 

Bad  ...  ... 

Boys 

Girls 

■ • • • • • 

55  (1.93%) 
45  (1.75%) 

46  (2.35%) 
46  (2.84%) 

Recommended 

for  refraction 

Boys 

Girls 



109  (3.82%) 
87  (3.34%) 

65  (3.32%) 
82  (5.05%) 

Squints  are  noted  mainly  in  the  entrant  group.  The  work  of 
the  orthoptist  in  rectifying  squints  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  children  who  had  their  vision 
tested  this  year  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  initial  test  is  now  taking 
place  at  the  age  of  six  instead  of  seven  years  old  as  previously. 
Two  age  groups  of  children  were,  therefore,  tested  this  year.  In 
the  six  years  old  group  the  children  are  tested  mainly  by  means 
of  figures  which  they  can  read  more  easily  than  the  usual  letters. 
They  are  seldom  able  to  read  the  "normal'’  lines,  so  that  their 
vision  has  to  be  classified  as  "fair".  This  explains  the  rather 
large  number  of  children  noted  with  "fair"  vision.  Children  with 
"bad"  vision  are  becoming  fewer  and,  consequently,  the  number 
recommended  for  refraction  is  less. 
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1960-61  1959-60 


Ears 

(a)  Diseases 

Otorrhoea 

Boys  ... 

...  6 (0.27%) 

5 (0.25%) 

Girls  ... 

...  7 (0.33%) 

4 (0.20%) 

Other  diseases  ... 

Boys  ... 

...  4 (0.17%) 

3 (0.15%) 

(b)  Defective  Hearing 

Girls  ... 

...  4 (0.18%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Grade  I 

Boys  ... 

...  2 (0.09%) 

Girls  ... 

...  3 (0.14%) 

— 

Grade  Ha 

Boys  ... 

...  1 (0.04%) 

Girls  ... 

...  4 (0.18%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Grade  Hb 

Boys  ... 

...  1 (0.04%) 

__ 

Girls  ... 

...  1 (0.05%) 

4 (0.20%) 

Grade  IH 

Boys  ... 

__ 

Girls  ... 

...  — 



These  figures  do  not  include  the  children  examined  by  the 
School  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of  routine  audiometric  testing. 
This  information  will  be  found  in  Appendix  III. 

Speech 


Defective  articulation  Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 


7 (0.31%)  7 (0.35%) 

4 (0.18%)  5 (0.25%) 


Stammering  ... 


Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 


1 (0.04%) 
1 (0.05%) 


3 (0.15%) 
2 (0.10%) 


It  is  not  easy  for  the  School  Medical  Officers  to  detect 
speech  defect  at  a systematic  examination,  particularly  among 
the  entrant  group.  These  figures,  therefore,  are  an  underestimate. 


Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 


The  same  applies  to  children  who  are  affected  by  mental 
or  nervour  conditions.  The  information  noted  overleaf  does  not 
apply  to  children  seen  in  the  specified  age  groups. 
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The  number  of  intelligence  tests  (Tennan-Merill  Form  L) 
performed  on  individual  children  was  36.  Several  tests  are  still 
outstanding,  mainly  for  those  children  living  in  areas  not  provided 
with  a special  class  for  the  mentally  handicapped. 

The  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  is  summarised  in 
the  following  table 


Section 

Number  of  Cases 

Discharged 

! 

Treatment 

continued 

— 

Treatment 

suspended 

— 

Taiting 

treatment 

Vaib 

*ne= 

DOS 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Psychological 

and 

Educational 

197 

92 

289 

117 

63 

66 

26 

17 

3 

16 

B 

Speech 

155 

68 

223 

72 

45 

38 

14 

39 

6 

9 

4 

27 

19 

Totals 

352 

160 

512 

189 

108 

104 

’40 

39 

6 

26 

7 

« 
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1960-61  1959-60 

Circulatory  System 

(a)  Organic  heart  disease 


(1)  Congenital 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

2 (0.09%) 
2 (0.09%) 

4 (0.20%) 
6 (0.30%) 

(2)  Acquired  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

3 (0.13%) 

2 (0.10%) 

(b) 

Functional  conditions 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

12  (0.53%) 
16  (0.74%) 

18  (0.90%) 
18  (0.90%) 

(c) 

Anaemia  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

1 (0.05%) 

4 (0.20%) 
2 (0.10%) 

There  is  little  significant  variation  in  these  figures  which 
remain  at  a low  level. 

Lungs 

(a)  Chronic  bronchitis  ...  Boys  ...  — 3 (0.15%) 

Girls  ...  1 (0.05%)  1 (0.05%) 
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1960-61  1959-60 

(b)  Suspected  tuberculosis  Boys  ...  — _ 

Girls  ...  - 1 (0.05%) 

(c)  Other  diseases Boys...  23  (1.03%)  26  (1.30%) 

Girls  ...  19  (0.88%)  15  (0.75%) 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  tuberculosis  of  the  lung  in  children 
are  almost  conditions  of  the  past.  There  remains  a core  of  "other 
diseases ",  mainly  temporary  catarrh  of  the  lungs,  and  asthma. 
The  former  condition  responds  to  treatment,  but  the  problem  of 
the  asthmatic  child  is  often  a difficult  one. 

Deformities 


(a) 

(b) 


(c) 


(c) 


Congenital 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

4 (0.17%) 
4 (0.18%) 

5 (0.25%) 
5 (0.25%) 

Acquired  (infantile 

paralysis  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

3 (0.13%) 

1 (0.05%) 
5 (0.25%) 

Acquired  (probably 

rickets  

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

1 (0.05%) 

— 

Acquired  (other  causes) 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

9 (0.40%) 
18  (0.83%) 

12  (0.60%) 
13  (0.65%) 

There  is  no  comment  to  make  on  these  figures. 


Infectious  diseases 

Boys  ... 

3 (0.13%) 

— 

Girls  ... 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

Boys  ... 

48  (2.14%) 

16  (0.80%) 

Girls ... 

29(1.35%) 

19  (0.95%) 

General  Statement  of  Defects  (see  Table  III) 

The  percentage  of  children  with  no  defects  is  the  highest 
ever  recorded  in  this  education  area. 

The  greatest  number  of  defects  are  to  be  found  in  the  entrant 
group.  There  is  a fall  in  the  number  of  children  suffering  from 
temporary  ailments,  but  other  figures  remain  much  the  same.  There 
is  likely  to  be  for  some  time  yet  a fairly  constant  number  of 
children  who  suffer  from  defects  for  which  complete  cure  is  not 
possible. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  health  of  the  schoolchildren 
continues  to  improve  year  by  year. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES 


Table  I 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at 


A Systematic  Examinations 

Entrants  ...  ...  ... 

2nd  Age  Group 

3rd  Age  Group 

4th  Age  Group 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

703 

672 

1,374 

657 

611 

1,268 

895 

763 

1,658 

83 

98 

181 

2,338 

2,144 

4,482 

Other  systematic  examinations 

(i.e.  children  missed  at  age 

group  but  subsequently  examined 

systematically) 74  68 

B Other  Examinations 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits 

Number  of  special  visits  ...  

(2)  Re-inspections  by  School  Medical  Officers 

For  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

For  uncleanliness  


142 


108 

210 

165 


2,396 

32 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinat- 
ions who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment : 

Entrants 6l 

Second  age  group  ...  60 

Third  age  group  ...  41 

Fourth  age  group  ...  12 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  at 
systematic  examinations  5 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters 

Visits  to  schools  ...  1,405 
Number  of  home  visits  484 
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Table  V 


AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS  AT  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

BOYS 


AGE  GROUP 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured 

46l 

386 

680 

55 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5 4/12 

9 5/12 

13  4/12 

16  5/12 

Average  height  (in  inches) 

43.25 

52.55 

60.15 

68.25 

Number  weighed 

446 

383 

507 

55 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5 5/12 

9 5/12 

13  4/12 

16  5/12 

Average  weieht  (in  lbs.) 

43.25 

66.25 

97.25 

138,70 

GIRLS 


AGE  GROUP 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  height  (in  inches) 

444 
5 3/12 
43.35 

383 
9 5/12 
54.25 

455 

13  5/12 
60.60 

81 

16  5/12 
64.10 

Number  weighed 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  weight  (in  lbs.) 

427 
5 3/12 
42.50 

389 
9 5/12 
61.70 

532 

13  4/12 
102.13 

81 

16  5/12 
126.70 

6.  Medical  Treatment. 

A Attendances  for  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments 


1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  and  minor  injuries,  etc. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin  — 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

Ringworm  (body) 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  

5.  Pediculosis  


509 

4 

4 


9 

11 

142 

26 
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B Defective  Vision  and  Strabismus 

1.  Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  the  School 

Medical  Officers  286 

2.  Number  of  children  seen  by  the  Ophthalmologist 

(excluding  those  seen  at  the  Infirmary) 131 

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the  School 

Health  Department  283 

The  Orthoptist  employed  by  the  Hospital  Board  holds  a weekly 
session  at  the  County  Buildings  Clinic.  During  the  year  she 
treated  45  children,  who  made  210  attendances. 

7.  School  Dental  Service. 

Report  by  Chief  Dental  Officer. 


Staff. 

The  staff  this  year  consisted  of  three  dental  officers  and 
three  dental  surgery  assistants. 

Equipment. 

The  two  caravans  were  used  at  17  primary,  2 junior  second- 
ary and  1 senior  secondary  school.  The  semi -permanent  equipment 
was  used  at  4 primary,  1 junior  secondary  and  1 senior  secondary 
school. 

Inspection. 

Forty-five  primary,  5 junior  secondary  and  2 senior  second- 
ary schools  were  inspected.  During  this  routine  inspection  4,793 
children  were  examined.  3,766  (78.6%)  were  found  to  have  dental 
defects  and  these  children  were  offered  treatment.  2,172  (57.6%) 
accepted  treatment. 

Treatment. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  at  47  primary,  5 junior  secondary 
and  3 senior  secondary  schools.  Treatment  was  completed  at  2 
primary  schools  and  1 senior  secondary  school  which  were  inspec- 
ted in  1959—60. 

During  the  year  2,002  children  were  treated,  with  4,294 
attendances  required  for  treatment.  (More  than  2 attendances  per 
patient).  2,863  permanent  teeth  and  571  deciduous  teeth  were 
filled.  542  permanent  teeth  and  1,577  deciduous  teeth  were  extract- 
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ed.  13  partial  dentures  were  constructed.  945  other  operations 
included  tooth  cleaning,  scalings,  dressings  and  polishing  fill- 
ings. 


Special  or  emergency  cases  seen  outside  the  routine  treat- 
ments numbered  96,  which  involved  167  attendances,  129  fillings, 
89  extractions,  5 partial  dentures  and  49  other  operations.  Three 
patients  had  extractions  under  general  anaesthesia. 

Orthodontics 


During  the  year  the  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board 
instituted  a consultant  orthodontic  service.  General  dental  pract- 
itioners locally  and  the  school  dental  officers  may  refer  their 
more  difficult  cases  to  an  orthodontic  specialist.  The  clinic 
sessions  are  held  at  the  County  Buildings  and  appointments  are 
arranged  by  the  chief  school  dental  officer. 

The  service  has  proved  most  useful.  Treatment  was  begun 
on  129  new  cases.  Twelve  of  these  had  appliances  fitted,  5 by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  consultant.  Another  12  cases  who 
had  appliances  fitted  in  1959—60  were  also  dealt  with.  The  other 
117  new  cases  were  treated  by  extraction  only  (69  permanent 
teeth  and  119  deciduous  teeth)  to  relieve  crowded  arches. 

Scope  of  Treatment. 

In  the  systematic  treatment  given  at  schools,  each  patient 
received  an  average  of  1.72  fillings,  1 extraction  and  0.48  other 
operations.  On  average,  each  dental  officer  did  7 fillings,  4.3 
extractions  and  2 other  operations  daily. 

The  work  of  the  dental  department  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing tables. 
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1.  General  Statistics. 


Age 

oo 

Inspection 

Routine 

dental 

Inspection 

With 

dental 

defects 

Offered 

treat- 

ment. 

Accepting 

treat- 

ment. 

Treatment 
by  dental 
officers 

Number 

made 

dentally 

fit 

Special  A 
emer- 
gency 
cases. 

3 or  under 



_ 

— 

- 

- 

4 

31 

15 

15 

9 

9 

8 

1 

Total  0—4 

31 

15 

15 

9 

9 

8 

i 

5 

521 

305 

305 

171 

165 

142 

2 

6 

545 

417 

417 

237 

218 

191 

3 

7 

534 

459 

459 

254 

230 

207 

3 

8 

541 

467 

467 

267 

253 

214 

8 

9 

505 

462 

462 

251 

249 

200 

4 

10 

529 

440 

440 

250 

240 

198 

9 

11 

534 

462 

462 

245 

231 

185 

10 

12 

343 

257 

257 

140 

120 

94 

11 

13 

344 

228 

228 

148 

125 

92 

10 

14 

292 

214 

214 

172 

146 

120 

22 

15 

73 

40 

40 

31 

19 

12 

4 

16 

23 

13 

13 

5 

5 

5 

~ 

17  or  over 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total  5-17  -f 

4.793 

3.766 

3.766 

2,172 

2,002 

1,661 

86 

2.  Attendances  for  Treatment. 


Age  Group 

Total 

0 — 4 years 
5 — years 

12 

4,294 
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3.  Details  of  Treatment. 


Fillings. 

1.  Permanent  teeth  

2.  Deciduous  teeth  

Extractions  (not  including  orthodontic) 

1.  Permanent  teeth  

2.  Deciduous  teeth  

Administration  of  general  anaesthetic... 
Other  Operations 

1.  Permanent  teeth  

2.  Deciduous  teeth  

Dentures  Partial  

Repairs  to  dentures  

Radiographs 

Number  of  exposures  (not  including 

orthodontic)  


Routine 

Special 

and 

Total 

emergency 

2.863 

120 

2.983 

571 

9 

580 

542 

48 

590 

1,577 

41 

1,618 

3 

3 

882 

49 

931 

63 

~ 

63 

13 

5 

18 

- 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4.  Orthodontic  Treatment. 


Total 

Number  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year  

12 

New  cases 

129 

Cases  completed  

124 

Cases  discontinued 

10 

Cases  continued  at  end  of  year 

7 

Attendances  for  treatment 

196 

Number  of  consultations  with  Regional  Hospital  Board  Orthodontist 

8 
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R.H.B. 

Ortho- 

dontist. 

School 

Dental 

Officers 

Total 

Number  of  diagnostic  examinations  (not 

13 

13 

followed  by  treatment) 

2 

Number  of  cases  treated  — 

(a)  without  appliances  

- 

117 

117 

(b)  with  removable  appliances 

5 

7 

12 

(c)  with  fixed  appliances  

~ 

Number  of  extractions  (non-carious)  — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

- 

69 

69 

(b)  Deciduous  teeth  

119 

119 

Repairs  to  Orthodontic  Appliances 

- 

1 

1 

Radiographs  (number  of  exposures)  — 

Intra-oral  

9 

2 

11 

Extra-oral 

— 

' 

5.  Dental  Staff. 


Dental 

Surgeons 

Dental  Surgery 
Assistants. 

Establishment  of  posts  agreed  by  Council 

4 

4 

Number  in  post  at  31/7/61  — 

Whole-time 

3 

3 

Part-time  

- 

— 

Whole-time  equivalent  of  part-time 

— 

Total  whole-time  equivalent  

3 

3 

Number  of  vacancies  being  advertised 

1 

1 

Total  half-days  worked  during  year  ended 

31/7/61  

1,294 

1,327 
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6.  Allocation  of  Time. 


Dental 

Surgeons 

Dental  Surgery 
Assistants. 

Estimated  number  of  half-days  occupied  in  

Inspection 

80 

_ 

Treatment  (other  chan  orthodontic) 

989 

_ 

Dental  Health  Education  

4 

_ 

Orthodoncic  treatment 

50 

__ 

Administration  

171 

_ 

Absence  due  to  illness  

40 

7 

Iota.! 

1.334 

7 

8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

There  is  one  special  school  for  educationally  subnormal 
children  at  Catherinefield,  near  Dumfries.  A special  class  at 
Lockerbie  Academy  caters  for  the  same  type  of  child.  The  special 
class  at  Annan  Academy  was  closed  down  this  session  because 
of  the  retirement  of  the  teacher  in  charge.  No  replacement  has 
yet  been  found.  Most  of  the  children  on  the  Annan  roll  are  now 
conveyed  by  bus  to  Lockerbie  Academy,  an  arrangement  which  is 
quite  satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  the  lack  of  special  educational 
facilities  at  Annan  Academy  is  a serious  deficiency. 

There  are  two  occupation  centres  for  children  considered 
to  be  ineducable  but  trainable.  One  is  in  Dumfries  and  is  managed 
by  the  Education  Authority,  while  the  other  is  in  Sanquhar  and  is 
run,  meantime,  by  the  local  Association  of  Parents  of  Handicap- 
ped Children. 

Handicapped  children  receive  their  education  as  follows 
(a)  Physically  Handicapped  Children 
(1)  At  residential  schools:— 


East  Park  Home,  Largs 3 

Westerlea  School  for  Spastics 2 

Trefoil  School  for  Cripples  2 

Coltness  House,  Wishaw  2 

Red  Cross  Home,  Largs 1 
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(2)  At  ordinary  schools 

All  other  physically  handicapped  children  attend  the 
ordinary  schools  where  possible,  and  special  transport 
arrangements  are  made  if  necessary. 

Homebound  children  receive  regular  home  tuition. 

(b)  Blind  Children. 

Royal  Blind  School  Edinburgh 6 

St.  Vincents,  Glasgow 1 

Partially  Sighted  Children. 

One  boy  attends  the  sight-saving  school  in  Dundee  and 
resides  at  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Hostel. 

Other  partially  sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary 
schools  and  are  given  a favourable  position  in  the  class- 
room. 

(c)  Deaf  Children. 

Donaldson’s  School,  Edinburgh 

St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow 1 

Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf  1 

Hard  of  Hearing  Children. 

One  boy  attends  St.  Giles’  Hard  of  Hearing  School  in 
Edinburgh  and  resides  at  the  Church  of  Scotland  hostel 
at  Duddingston. 

Children  with  a lesser  degree  of  deafness  are,  in  suitable 
cases,  fitted  with  a hearing  aid  and  attend  the  ordinary 
schools.  All  children  with  impaired  hearing  are  recomm- 
ended to  have  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

By  arrangement,  some  school  and  pre-school  children 
attend,  with  their  parents,  the  teacher  of  deaf  employed 
by  Carlisle  Corporation  to  receive  advice  and  instruction. 

(d)  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

Children  with  an  intelligence  -quotient  of  approximately 
50  - 70  (Terman-Merrill  Form  L)  attend  the  special 
school  or  class  if  this  is  practicable. 
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The  number  on  the  roll  of  Catherinefield  School  is  46, 
including  one  child  from  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright.’ 

The  number  on  the  roll  at  the  Lockerbie  Class  is  22. 

Other  educationally  subnormal  children  attend  the  ord- 
inary schools,  where,  in  some  cases,  there  is  provision 
for  dull  and  backward  children. 

The  Number  on  the  roll  at  Dumfries  Occupation  Centre  is 
8;  and  on  the  roll  at  Sanquhar  Centre,  11. 

(e)  Maladjusted  Children. 

Four  boys  are  in  residence  at  Naemoor  School,  Rumbling 
Bridge. 

Other  children  reside  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  at 
Ladyfield,  Crichton  Royal. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
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County  Health  Office, 
County  Buildings, 
Dumfries. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Dumfries. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  year  1961. 

In  doing  so,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest,  and  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  collaboration  and  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  S.  BERRY. 


County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STAFF,  1961 


County  Sanitary  Inspector 
JOHN  S.  BERRY,  M.R.S.H. 


Depute  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
WILLIAM  HYSLOP,  M.R.S.H. 


Sanitary  Inspectors 

JAMES  MAIR,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

WILLIAM  MOLLISON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 
ROBERT  MARCHBANK,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 
WALLACE  LOCKERBIE,  M.R.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 
JOHN  ADAM,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 


Meat  Detention  Officer 

WILLIAM  G.  McGINILY,  Det.  Off.  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

Pest  Control  Officer 
JAMES  KIRKPATRICK 
Slaughterhouse  Superintendent 
JOHN  FINGLAND 

Office  Staff 

MRS.  H.  STEELE,  Clerkess 
CHRISSIE  MURRAY,  Typist 
MRS.  J.  SCOTT,  Typist 
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GENERAL 


PUBLIC  SERVICES 

Mr.  Fletcher,  County  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  concerning  water  supplies,  drainage  and 
refuse  disposal. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  1961  approximately  9 miles  of  new  mains 
have  been  laid  and  approximately  8 miles  of  old  piping  renewed. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  new  connections  were  made  in  the 
year,  eleven  industrial,  forty  agricultural  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  for  domestic  use.  One  large  and  three  small  storage  tanks 
were  completed  while  one  large  storage  tank  was  about  2/5ths 
finished.  The  extension  to  Sandyford  Filter  Station  was  also 
completed.  Impounding  of  water  in  the  Black  Esk  Reservoir  began 
in  September  and  it  is  now  full.  Work  on  the  Eskdale  distribution 
piping  was  started  and  is  proceeding  according  to  the  reduced 
programme  agreed  with  the  Department  of  Health. 

Reconstruction  and  roofing  of  Douglas  Tanks,  which  serve 
the  Gretna  area  have  been  completed  also  the  roofing  of  the 
Clear  Water  Tanks  at  Winterhope  Reservoir. 

DRAINAGE 

Thirty-eight  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  Council  sewers.  An  extension  to  the  drainage  scheme  at 
Kirkton  to  serve  fourteen  houses  and  a new  scheme  to  serve  the 
village  of  Cample  were  completed.  A scheme  to  serve  Powfoot 
has  been  started  and  is  now  about  half  completed,  while  another 
scheme  to  serve  Back  Lowthertown  has  been  approved. 

The  extension  to  the  sewage  works  at  Dalscone  has  now 
been  brought  into  operation. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  scavenging  service  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  and  a Refuse  Transfer  Depot  at  Thornhill  completed.  The 
latter  has  enabled  the  partial  closure  of  Gatelawbridge  Tip. 

HOUSING 

The  year  under  review  completes  the  three  year  programme 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  1958  in  pursuance  of  the 
requirements  of  Housing  (Rents  and  Repairs)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954. 
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In  the  return  for  the  three  year  period  submitted  t o the 
Secretary  of  State,it  was  proposed  to  deal  with  129  unsatisfactory 
houses  and  to  build  in  the  same  period  133  new  houses  to  replace 
these,  and  on  review  it  is  revealed  that  135  unsatisfactory  houses 
were  either  closed,  demolished  or  otherwise  put  out  of  use  and 
319  new  houses  were  built  during  this  period. 

When  making  a prediction  of  this  nature  it  is  felt  that  one 
of  the  items  of  equipment  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  should  be 
"Crystal  Balls,  one,  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  use  of."  if  such  an 
item  were  available,  the  changing  trend  of  house  building  and 
house  reconstruction  could  be  foreseen,  with  great  benefit  to  the 
persons  responsible  for  deciding  on  future  building  programmes. 

It  has  been  noted  with  interest  the  tendency  for  a greater 
number  of  people  to  aspire  to  house  ownership  than  ever  before, 
and  this  is  particularly  illustrated  in  the  growing  number  of 
speculative  builders  at  present  operating  in  the  landward  area  of 
the  County,  and  the  increasing  number  of  enquiries  from  these 
same  people  about  land  suitable  for  development  as  house  building 
sites. 


This  trend  is  also  very  apparent  from  the  enquiries  made 
about  sub-standard  houses  and  houses  which  were  considered  to 
be  unfit,  with  a view  to  the  reconstruction  of  these. 

If  this  desire  for  house  ownership  continues,  a considerable 
contribution  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  County  will  be  made. 

In  my  report  for  1958  I made  a special  note  of  the  contribut- 
ion which  could  be  made  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  County  by 
acquisition  of  sub-standard  and  unwanted  houses  for  reconstruct- 
ion, and  in  this  reference  I particularly  had  in  mind  the  needs  of 
the  "problem  families"  and  the  ageing  rural  population.  Although 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  this  respect,  it  is  very  slow  and 
is  by  reason  of  this  slowness  proving  less  effective  than  it  might 
have  been.  Again  on  this  subject  I would  advocate  housing  stan- 
dards flexible  enough  to  satisfy  the  desires  and  housing  needs  of 
all  sections  of  the  community. 

NEW  HOUSES 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  numbered  201 

Comprising 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  for  General  Needs  69 
Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  30 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Persons  72 

Houses  erected  by  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  30 


Details  of  these  houses  are  given  in  the  following  tables 


51 


HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apta. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Traditional 

Ecclefechan 

4 

15 

19 

38 

Gretna 

- 

2 

2 

__ 

A 

Gretna  Green 

- 

A 

5 

__ 

_ 

9 

Locharbriggs 

- 

6 

12 

- 

— 

18 

Total 

4 

27 

38 

- 

- 

69 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  THE  SCOTTISH  SPECIAL  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Traditional 

Eastriggs 

- 

9 

21 

- 

- 

30 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS 


Department 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Department  of 
Agriculture 

Traditional 

Gretna 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

United  Kingdom 
Atomic  Energy 

Traditional 

Annan 

- 

- 

22 

6 

28 

Authority 

Total 

- 

2 

22 

6 

30 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  HTTH  ASSISTANCE 
UNDER  THE  HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952. 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Tocal 

2 apts. 

3 apta. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Wooden  

Tundergarth 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WITH  ASSISTANCE 
UNDER  THE  HILL  FARMING  ACT  AND  LIVESTOCK  REARING  ACT 


Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Type  of  House 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apes. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Total 

Traditional  ... 

Moffat 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Tundergarth 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 
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HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WITHOUT  ASSISTANCE 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

(Parish) 

2 apes. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

3 apts. 

6 apts. 

Traditional 

Annan 

_ 

1 

__ 

_ 

1 

Dryfesdale 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Dumfries 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Dunscoie 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Gretna 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

Morton 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Ruthweli 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Torthorwald 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

3 

Traditional 

Speculatiye 

Dumfries 

- 

18 

30 

- 

48 

Building 

1 

1 

Non-Traditional : 

Dumfries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Part-Wood 

Kirlcpatriclt-Juxta  — 

- 

1 

1 

Torthorwald 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Prefabricated 

Houses 

Gretna 

- 

2 

“ 

— 

— 

2 

Combined  House 

and  Shop 

Morton 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Total 

- 

22 

41 

6 

- 

69 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952 
HOUSING  AND  HOUSE  PURCHASE  ACT,  1959 

Improvements  to  Existing  Dwellinghouses,  with  Grants. 

Discretionary  or  Improvement  Grants 

Grants  were  promised  to  persons  for  the  improvement  of  93 
dwellinghouses  during  1961,  and  grants  were  paid  in  respect  of 
completed  works  at  83  dwellinghouses. 

Standard  Grants 


Grants  were  promised  to  persons  for  the  installation  of 
standard  amenities  in  55  dwellinghouses  during  the  year,  and 
grants  were  paid  in  respect  of  completed  works  at  51  houses. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  134  houses  were  improved  with 
the  assistance  of  these  two  forms  of  grant  during  the  year. 

To  illustrate  the  advantages  of  public  drainage  and  grant 
aid  in  salvaging  existing  housing  accommodation  the  following 
narrative  is  of  interest. 

A continuous  row  of  thirteen  sub-standard  houses,  with  no 
sanitary  facilities  owing  to  lack  of  proper  drainage  outlet, were 
reviewed  when  one  of  the  owner/occupiers  enquired  about  recon- 
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struction.  These  discussions  revealed  that  all  of  the  owners 
were  interested  in  reconstruction  if  drainage  facilities  could  be 
made  available, and  following  this  it  was  decided  to  form  a small 
private  drainage  scheme.  At  the  same  time,  the  County  Council 
were  considering  the  formation  of  a Public  Drainage  Scheme  for 
a group  of  houses  nearby  and  it  was  decided  that  a more  com- 
prehensive drainage  scheme  would  meet  the  requirements  of  both 
communities  more  economically.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
owners  of  the  row  of  houses  and  the  County  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment, the  private  drainage  scheme  was  laid  at  a suitable  gradient 
or  connection  to  the  proposed  Public  Drainage  so  that  it  could 
be  taken  over  by  the  Local  Authority  when  their  part  of  the  prop- 
osed scheme  was  completed. 


In  this  way  drainage  facilities  were  made  available  for  the 
thirteen  sub-standard  houses,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  eight  of 
these  houses  were  reconstructed,  four  with  discretionary  improve- 
ment grant,  and  four  with  Standard  grant,  the  remaining  five  being 
the  subjects  of  discussion  with  the  owners,  with  a view  to  having 
reconstruction  schemes  carried  out. 

Reconstruction  of  Dwellinghouses  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Council  reconstructed  15  houses  acquired  for  this 
purpose  during  the  year.  These  are  as  follows 

(1)  The  provision  of  one  modernised  house  at  Kirkconnel 
being  part  of  a scheme  to  provide  two  modern  dwellings 
by  reconstruction  of  a block  of  four  unsatisfactory 
houses. 

(2)  The  provision  of  two  modernised  dwellings  at  Kirkton 
being  part  of  a scheme  of  modernisation  of  a row  of  six 
houses  to  provide  five  modern  dwellings  as  well  as  to 
retain  the  character  of  the  village  centre. 

(3)  The  provision  of  twelve  improved  dwellinghouses  at 
Gretna  being  part  of  a scheme  of  reconstruction  of  the 
dwellinghouses  at  Old  Police  Barracks  where  thirteen 
houses  in  all  are  to  be  provided. 

One  reconstruction  by  the  Council,  other  than  above  referred 
to,  is  in  progress  and  it  is  proposed  to  acquire  other  similar 
properties. 

New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  8 new  houses  for  agricultural 
workers  were  approved  and  grants  promised  by  the  Council  in 
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terms  of  Section  3 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  during 
1961. 


One  new  house  for  an  agricultural  worker  was  completed 
and  grant  in  respect  of  this  house  paid  during  the  year. 

Housing  Inspections 


Number  of  Section  9 reports  on  Unfit  Houses  63 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  33 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  13 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  recalled  6 

Number  of  houses  demolished  38 

Number  of  houses  closed  41 

Number  of  closed  houses  made  fit  6 


These  figures  indicate  the  statutory  obligations  of  a 
housing  authority,  but  many  visits  are  made  in  the  interests  of 
good  husbandry  and  in  this  connection  388  visits  were  made  to 
the  houses  of  people  selected  for  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses 
in  order  to  assess  what  action,  if  any,  would  be  necessary  under 
the  Housing  Acts  when  the  house  was  vacated,and  at  the  same 
time  to  ensure  that  no  transference  of  household  pests  takes 
place.  The  same  protection  was  afforded  to  the  incoming  tenant 
of  the  County  house  and  an  opportunity  of  thorough  inspection  of 
the  vacated  Council  house  was  taken  in  die  case  of  relet  dwel- 
lings. 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act.  1954.  and  the  Rem 
Act.  195.L- 

The  fifteen  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  in  1957  con- 
tinue in  operation.  No  further  application  has  be  en  received 
under  the  above  Acts. 

Building  Byelaws 

Five  hundred  and  eighty  three  plans  were  submitted  for 
approval  under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  during  1961. 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work  Number 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories) 
Alterations  to  business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 
Factories) 

New  Factories 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Factories 

Carry  forward 


29 

20 

14 

8 


71 
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Nature  of  Proposed  Work  Number 


Brought  forward  71 

New  Shops  5 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Shops  7 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  13 

Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  2 
New  Pigsties,  Kennels,  Sheds,  Poultry  houses,  stores,  etc.  16 
New  Dairy  Premises  28 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Dairy  Premises  13 

New  Private  Garages  66 

Public  Garages  3 

New  Permanent  Houses  — Private  Enterprise  60 

Housing  Developments  14 

New  Temporary  Houses  2 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  dwellinghouses  221 
Conversion  of  Houses  to  Other  Premises  10 

Conversion  of  Premises  to  Dwellinghouses  — 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  3 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  2 

Porches,  greenhouses,  etc.  5 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  9 

'Bus  Shelters  11 

Others  43 


604 


It  will  be  noted  that  583  plans  were  submitted  for  approval 
under  the  Building  Byelaws  and  the  total  in  the  break-down  of 
these  shows  604.  This  is  accounted  for  by  one  plan  referring  to 
perhaps  two  or  more  projects. 

In  addition,  eleven  (11)  plans  were  submitted  by  the  Small 
Burgh  Authorities  for  this  Department’s  observations  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations  prior  to  being  considered  by 
the  Dean  of  Guild  Court. 


Improvements  to  Dwellinghouses 


Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Number  of 
proposals 
concerned  with 
dwe  llin  gh  ous  e s 

363 

307 

255 

258 

359 

249 

283 

The  number  of  proposals  concerning  dwellinghouses, 
although  an  improvement  on  last  year’s  figures,  continues  at  a 
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fairly  steady  level  and  reflects  greatly  on  the  need  for  this  way 
of  providing  suitable  housing  accommodation.  In  addition  to 
providing  a good  standard  of  living  in  one  house,  it  correspond- 
ingly reduces  the  number  of  unsuitable  or  unsatisfactory  houses, 
without  recourse  to  the  costly  business  of  demolition  and  provis- 
ion of  new  houses.  At  the  same  time,  these  reconstructions  add 
to  the  preservation  of  the  country  cottage  so  essential  to  a rural 
community  and  to  the  rural  scene. 

All  plans  in  respect  of  County  .Council  building  projects, 
including  houses  and  schools,  were  submitted  to  this  Department 
for  approval. 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Facilities  in  Dwellinghouses. 

The  benefit  of  the  Standard  Grant  is  reflected  in  the  in- 
creased number  of  houses  provided  with  a full  range  of  modern 
sanitary  facilities  during  the  year.  I would  again  suggest  that 
consideration  be  given  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  grant 
given  where  drainage  disposal  is  to  be  by  septic  tank.  In  order 
to  achieve  satisfactory  disposal  and  satisfy  the  requirements  of 
the  River  Purification  Board,  it  is  often  necessary  to  instal  a 
drainage  disposal  system  costing  almost  as  much  as  the  whole 
sum  at  present  allowed  for  sanitary  fittings. 

The  summarised  statement  given  below  indicates  the 
progress  made  in  this  direction  during  1961. 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  full  range  of  sanitary  fittings  150 
Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C’s  and  sinks  only 
Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C's  only  6 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  only  2 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  bath  and/or  wash-hand  basins  14 

Total  number  of  houses  provided  with  improved  sanitary 
fittings. 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved  drainage 
Number  of  houses  provided  with  an  indoor  water  supply 


174 

151 

78 


Water  Supplies 

The  routine  sampling  of  the  public  water  supplies  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  to  a pattern  agreed  with  the  County 
Engineer  to  ensure  that  all  water  delivered  for  consumption  was 
fit  and  wholesome.  Samples  are  drawn  from  selected  areas  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analyses  and  to 
the  Area  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  and  variation  of  the 
work  done  in  this  connection  during  the  year:— 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  public  supplies  101 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  supplies  13 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  proposed  new  private 

supplies  2Q 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  following  complaints 

(private  supplies)  o 


Total  143 


Two  hundred  and  sixty-three  visits  were  made  on  receipt  of 
applications  for  connection  to  the  CounciTs  water  main.  The 
purpose  of  these  visits  is  to  ensure  that  the  fittings  to  be  supp- 
lied are  suitable  and  also  that  the  drainage  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  the  waste  water  therefrom  are  adequate. 

Drainage. 

The  practice  of  applying  smoke  tests  to  all  new  drainage 
and  plumbing  work  continues  and  five  hundred  and  eighty  seven 
such  tests  were  made  during  the  year. 

Thirty-two  plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  promot- 
ers of  building  works  and  architects. 

Thirty-five  intimations  were  made  during  the  year  to  the 
Solway  River  Purification  Board  of  new  or  alt  ered  discharges 
from  drainage  systems. 


Where  drainage  from  a building  has  to  be  connected  to  the 
public  sewer,  formal  application  for  this  connection  is  passed  to 
this  Department  for  any  observations.  In  this  way  modernisation 
of  unsatisfactory  systems  can  be  achieved  and  new  systems  can 
only  be  installed  under  supervision.  Sixty-nine  visits  were  made 
during  the  year  on  receipt  of  applications  for  such  connections. 


The  following  table  details  the  drainage  works  carried  out 
at  the  various  types  of  properties 


Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved  drainage 
Number  of  existing  shops  provided  with  new  or  improved  drainage 
Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  new  or  improved 
drainage 

Number  of  public  buildings  provided  with  new  or  improved  drainage 


151 

1 

4 

3 


Total 


159 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered  for 
human  consumption  has  again  been  maintained  and  credit  is  due 
to  the  staff  for  this  achievement,  as  with  rural  slaughterhouses 
engaged  for  most  part  in  sheep  "export”  trade,  unusual  and 
irregular  hours  have  to  be  worked  to  satisfy  the  traders  and  main- 
tain the  high  standard  set. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  shows  a marked  increase 
from  last  year  and  still  further  increases  are  anticipated  with 
modernisation  and  introduction  of  line  slaughter  at  two  of  the 
"export”  slaughterhouses. 

In  the  County  (excluding  the  large  Burgh  of  Dumfries)  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  was  420,852 
comprised  as  follows 

Cattle  2,797 

Sheep  346,668 

Pigs  26,011 

Calves  45,376 

The  following  tables  show  the  various  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  seven  slaughterhouses  and  the  number  of 
carcases  wholly  or  partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  or 
injury.  Separate  tables  show  the  reason  for  the  condemnations  : — 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS 

Thornhill 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  .. 

540 

21 

25 

11,172 

2,851 

Sheep  .. 

21.151 

50 

48 

2,171 

1,667 

Pigs  .. 

116 

4 

9 

738 

115 

Calves.. 

12,383 

67 

3 

2,873 

986 

Totals.. 

34,190 

142 

85 

16,954 

5,619 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemnei 

Partially  Conde 

mned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  

6 

2 

1 

61 

_ 

_ 





Septic  Metritis  ... 

2 

8 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

Septic  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Septic  Pericarditis... 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Nephritis  Si 
Peritonitis  

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 





_ 

_ 

F.maciation  

4 

36 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

Johnes  Disease  with 
F.maciation  

2 



_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



Arthritis 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

ii 

22 

6 

_ 

Bruising 

2 

- 

- 

- 

7 

24 

2 

- 

Abscess 

- 

— 

- 

- 

7 

2 

1 

3 

Oedema  

1 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

21 

50 

4 

67 

25 

48 

9 

3 

Cysticercus  Bovis  - Nil 
T.B.  Pigs  — Sub-Max  nodes  infected  — 2 
Mesenteric  " " — 2 

Sub-max  Si  mesenteric  nodes  infected  — 1 
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Annan 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

612 

3 

8 

1,247 

1,117 

Sheep  ... 

3.244 

22 

9 

787 

350 

Pigs  ... 

80 

1 

1 

95 

64 

Calves  ... 

18,089 

105 

9 

4,781 

1,574 

Totals. 

22,025 

131 

27 

6,910 

3,105 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Disease 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

0f. 

Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

F evered  

2 

6 

1 

91 

_ 

__ 

Septic  Metritis  ... 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Septic  Pneumonia 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Emaciation 

1 

11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Arthritis  

- 

- 

— 

_ 

4 

4 

— 

_ 

Bruising  

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

9 

Abscess  

— 

— 

- 

_ 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

Oedema  

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Immature  

- 

8 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

22 

1 

105 

8 

9 

1 

9 

Cysticercus  Boris  — 2 Passed  after  refrigeracioa. 
T.B.  Pigs  with  sub-max  nodes  infected  — 1 
Pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected  — 2 
Pigs  with  sub-max  & mesenteric  nodes  infected  — 1 
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Lockerbie 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animal. 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
Offal. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle.. 

1,534 

6 

16 

3,773 

2,249 

Sheep _ 

171,577 

105 

223 

4,229 

5,931 

Pigs  .. 

749 

2 

11 

302 

158 

Calves. 

14,889 

59 

5 

2,229 

624 

Totals. 

188,749 

172 

255 

10,533 

8,962 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Disease 

Wholly 

londemne 

or 

Condition 

d 

Partially  condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered 

1 

19 

41 

Septic  Metritis 

2 

~ 

— 

Septic 

— 

- 

Pn  eumonis 
Septic 

“ 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pericarditis 
Septic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

& Peritonitis 

1 

4 

1 

Emaciation 

— 

31 

— 

Arthritis 

Bruising 

1 

5 

- 

1 

1 

7 

59 

76 

1 

1 

4 

Pleurisy  ... 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

Abscess 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

2 

40 

Oedema 

- 

13 

_ 

5 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis 

- 

_ 

9 

Pneumonia... 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Septic  Mastitis 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 



Immature  ... 

- 

. — 

_ 

1 

_ 



Fracture  ... 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

26 

i 

Abscess 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

8 

Joint  III  ... 

- 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Pyserais  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ill-bled  ... 

— 

13 

_ 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

Not  Set 

— 

4 

_ 

- 

— 

_ 

Moribund  ... 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

Jaundice  ... 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  ... 

6 

105 

2 

59 

16 

223 

ii 

5 

Cysticercus  Boris  - 1 
T.B.  Pigs  — Heads  — 9 

Mesenteric  — 8 
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PRIVATE  ABATTOIRS 
Thornhill  Bacon  Factory 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs  ... 

25,065 

22 

118 

4,016 

9,755 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Wholly 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Disease  or  Condition 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Fevered  



9 

- 

Septic  Pneumonia  



48 

Arthritis 



40 

Bruising 

Abscess  

30 

Oedema  

Pyaemia  

6 

- 

Erysipelas  

Jaundice  

** 

i 

- 

Totals 

22 

118 

T.B.  Sub-max  nodes  infected  - 201 

Mesenteric  nodes  infected  — 467 
Sub-max  & mesenteric  nodes  infected  - 75 
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Racks 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  .. 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

_ 

Sheep  .. 

71.580 

57 

52 

2,414 

1,918 

Pigs  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calves. 

15 

1 

- 

36 

14 

Totals.. 

71.595 

58 

32 

2,450 

1,932 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Sheep 

Calves 

Sheep 

Fevered  

5 

i 

F.maciation  

18 

_ 

_ 

Arthritis  

_ 

_ 

12 

Bruising  ...  

- 

- 

12 

Abscess  

- 

— 

6 

Oedema  

5 

- 

2 

Septic  Mastitis 

1 

- 

- 

Pyaemia  

} 

- 

- 

Not  "Set” 

2 

- 

- 

Ill-bled  

9 

- 

- 

Toxaemia  

1 

- 

- 

Septicaemia  

4 

- 

- 

Gangrene 

9 

- 

Totals 

57 

i 

32 

64 


Domock 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

of  condemned 
meat. 

Cattle  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sheep  .. 

78,568 

30 

7 

929 

2,365 

Pigs  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calves. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals. 

78,568 

30 

7 

929 

2,365 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Disease 

or 

Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  

_ 

ii 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Metritis  ... 

- 

i 

— 

— 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

5 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

— 

13 

— 

— 

Arthritis  

— 

- 

— 

- 

~ 

4 

Bruising  

Abscess  

— 

: 

_ 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

65 


Langholm 


Class 

of 

Aoimal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat . 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle.. 

in 

- 

— 

__ 

120 

Sheep  .. 

540 

2 

1 

64 

53 

Pig*... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calves. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

660 

2 

1 

64 

173 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease 

or 

Condition 

Wholly  Condemn 

ed 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  

_ 

i 

_ 

Emaciation 

- 

i 

_ 

_ 





Bruising  

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Cyaticercus  Bovis  — Nil 
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Meat  Store 


One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation  was 
issued  during  the  year  to  a Butcher  not  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  meat  or  meat  food  products  as  prescribed  by  Regulation 
15(1)  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932. 
The  standard  of  the  storage  accommodation  at  these  premises  is 
similar  to  that  provided  at  a butcher’s  shop. 

The  Food  (Meat  Inspection)  (Scotland)  Regulations.  1961. 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  during  the  year,  partly 
on  1st  March  and  partly  on  1st  September,  replacing  and  revoking 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932  and  1948, 
except  for  Regulation  15  of  the  1932  Regulations  which  relates  to 
meat  stores. 

The  principal  change  brought  about  by  the  new  Regulations 
is  the  requirement  that  all  animals  intended  for  slaughter  for 
human  consumption  must  be  inspected  ante-mortem  as  well  as 
post-mortem.  The  advantage  of  ante-mortem  examination  has  long 
been  appreciated  and  was  capable  of  being  readily  practised  in 
large  slaughterhouses,  although  not  so  easily  accomplished  in 
the  smaller  rural  establishment.  However,  this  is  now  obligatory 
except  in  the  case  of  Langholm  Private  Slaughterhouse  which, 
with  other  remote  slaughterhouses  elsewhere  in  Scotland,  is 
exempted  from  this  provision.  Other  changes  include  instructions 
for  dealing  with  animals  slaughtered  elsewhere  than  in  a slaugh- 
terhouse in  an  emergency  and  provisions  enabling  meat  to  be 
transferred  from  one  slaughterhouse  to  another.  The  qualifications 
of  Meat  Inspectors  and  Veterinary  Meat  Inspectors  are  also  set 
down  and  power  is  given  to  Local  Authorities  to  fix  the  hours  of 
slaughter.  Changes  in  the  detailed  inspection  procedure  are  given 
in  the  Schedules  to  the  Regulations. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956. 

Unsound  Food 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs as  shown  in  the  following  table  were  examined  in  whole- 
sale and  retail  premises  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  and 
in  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat 
and  Sanquhar,  and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  with  the 
consent  of  the  owners  in  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act,  1956. 
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FOOD  SEIZED  AT  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  PREMISES 


Description 

Tinned  Corned  Beef/Mucton 

Pork  

Ham  

Jellied  Veal 

Tongue  

Hamburgers  

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 

Chicken 

Salmon 

Salmon  Spread 

Fruit  

Apricot  Conserve  ... 

Soup  

Peas  

Carrots 

Baked  Beans 

Baked  Beans  and  Ham 

Beans  

Butter  Beans 

Tomatoes  

Tomato  Paste 

Jar  Beetroot  

Tinned  Creamed  Sago/Rice 

M Milk  

" Milk  Powder 

Processed  Cheese  

Prawns 
Bacon 
Beef 
Mutton 
Pork 


Total 


'Teijfht 

lbs. 

OZS. 

589 

3 

2,752 

14  A 

1,211 

1 

18 

_ 

154 

_ 

3 

8 

13 

3 

5 

9X 

— 

2 

637 

m 

9 

-A 

42 

8 

18 

6A 

1 

3 

4 

8 

4 

_ 

2 

_ 

- 

1A 

6 

10 

10 

, _ 

2 

2 

1454 

4 

11 

112 

_ 

2 

4 

490 

_ 

760 

11 

386 

8 

200 

_ 

248 

- 

7,694 

-A 

3 tons  8 cwts.  2 qrs.  22  lbs.  VA  oz. 


The  total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  seized  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  being  meat  and  offal  seized  at  the  slaughterhouses 
plus  foodstuffs  seized  at  wholesale  and  retail  premises  amounted 
to  3 6 tons  7 cwts.  1 qr.  9 lbs.  % oz. 

Intensive  inspection  of  all  poultry  offered  or  exposed  for 
sale  continues.  Although  prepacking  and  freezing  of  this  article 
of  diet  hinders  this  inspection  I still  feel  it  justified. 

The  shellfish  factory  has  increased  the  amount  of  scampi 
prepared  as  edible  fish,  although  the  amount  of  prepacked  shrimps 
has  been  reduced  and  escallop  processing  stopped  entirely. 
Samples  of  these  products  and  swabs  from  working  surfaces  were 
taken  at  regular  intervals  and  at  no  time  were  these  found  on 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  following 
table  gives  some  indication  of  the  volume  of  this  trade. 
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Edible  Fish  (prepacked 

Scampi 

Shrimps 

for  re-sale) 

514,385  lbs. 

34,431  lbs. 

SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Two  hundred  and  five  samples  of  foodstuffs  and  drugs  were 
taken  during  the  year,  comprising  132  formal  and  73  informal  or 
test  samples,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  In  addition 
232  test  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  partial  analysis  (milk  fat 
and  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat)  in  this  Department’s  own 
laboratory.  Details  of  the  205  samples  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Article 

No.  procured 

No.  deficient  or 

adulterated 

Formal 

Test 

Formal 

Test 

Chocolate 



1 

_ 

__ 

Coffee  

- 

1 

- 

- 

Coffee  St  Chicory  Essence 

- 

1 

- 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

- 

1 

— 

Corn  Flour  

— 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

- 

1 

Currants  

- 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

- 

1 

Fish  Cakes  

3 

— 

— 

Gin  

9 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

15 

1 

1 

Jam 

- 

1 

— 

Malt  Beverage  

- 

1 

““ 

Meat  Paste  

— 

1 

— 

Meat  Pics 

— 

26 

— 

Milk 

41 

3 

3 

2 

Mince  

27 

1 

— 

— 

Raisins  

- 

1 

Sausage  Additive 

3 

— 

Sausage,  Link  

- 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Slicing 

5 

— 

Vinegar  

1 

1 

Whisky  

49 

1 

Aspirin  

- 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  ... 

— 

1 

““ 

Bronchial  Mixture 

— 

1 

Castor  Oil 

- 

1 

Gregory's  Powder 

1 

Olive  Oil 

— 

2 

Total 

132 

73 

5 

3 

Deficient  or  Adulterated  Samples 


(a)  Ice  Cream:  One  test  sample  of  ice  cream  was  found 

on  analysis  to  be  deficient  in  fat,  containing  4.72  per  cent  fat 
instead  of  5 per  cent.  A formal  sample  purchased  from  the  same 


69 


vendor  likewise  proved  deficient  on  analysis,  containing  4.82  per 
cent  fat.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Food 
Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  culminating 
in  a warning  letter  being  sent  to  the  vendor  by  the  Procurator- 
Fiscal. 

(b)  Milk  : In  the  course  of  investigating  a complaint  of 

milk  having  a bitter  taste,  several  samples  were  taken.  Two  of 
tiiese  test  samples  proved  non-genuine  on  analysis,  being  defic- 
ient in  milk  fat  and  in  milk  solids  not  fat^but  since  the  samples 
had  been  taken  from  partly-expended  bottles  of  milk  these  results 
were  disregarded.  However,  as  a check,  two  follow-up  samples 
were  taken  which  showed  deficiencies  in  the  milk  solids  other 
than  milk  fat  due  to  natural  causes.  The  vendor  was  notified  of 
the  deficiency  and  later  samples  of  milk,  including  samples  from 
the  farms  producing  the  milk,  were  found  to  be  up  to  standard. 

Investigations,  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
alleged  bitter  taste  of  the  milk  referred  to  above,  proved  incon- 
clusive. This  contamination,  described  by  the  Analyst  as  from 
phenol,  did  not  appear  to  affect  any  of  the  supply  other  than  two 
bottles.  No  phenolic  substances  were  found  in  the  retailer’s 
premises  or  at  the  supplying  farms.  The  Area  Bacteriologist,  to 
whom  samples  had  also  been  submitted,  reported  that  his  exam- 
ination did  not  reveal  any  bacteriological  reason  for  the  bitter 
taste  complained  of. 

One  other  formal  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  non- 
genuine  on  analysis,  being  deficient  in  milk  fat,  containing  2.78 
percent  instead  of  3.0  percent  which  is  the  legal  standard  under 
the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901.  Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  and  the  vendor  fined  £5. 

(c)  Whisky : One  formal  sample  of  whisky  was  found  on 

analysis  to  be  non-gen uine;  being  60.67  degrees  proof  instead  of 
70  degrees  proof  as  described  on  the  label  of  the  bottle  from 
which  sold,  due  to  added  water,  contrary  to  Section  6 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956.  Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  and  the  vendor  fined  £20. 

Excluding  the  two  test  samples  of  milk  which  were  non- 
composite samples,  and  the  further  two  samples  which  were 
deficient  because  of  natural  causes,  the  deficient  or  adulterated 
samples  amounted  to  1.95%  of  the  total  samples  taken. 

Meat  Pies. 

Following  on  from  last  year  when  samples  of  all  the  diff- 
erent types  of  meat  pies  on  sale  in  the  County  were  taken  for 


70 


analysis,  amounting  to  fifty-six,  in  this  present  year  under  review 
this  sampling  was  continued  and  twenty-six  different  types  and 
makes  of  meat  pies  were  purchased  and  submitted  for  analysis. 
Included  in  the  general  description  of  meat  pie  are  pork  pies, 
bridies,  steak  pies,  steak  and  kidney  pies,  meat  and  potato  pies, 
etc. 


Evaluation  of  the  analyses  results  is  to  some  extent 
inconclusive  since  there  are  many  factors  to  be  regarded  and 
related  one  to  the  other.  For  example,  prices  vary  greatly  (from 
4d.  to  2/8d.)  and  there  is  great  disparity  in  weights  and  proport- 
ions of  meat,  filler,  fat  and  water.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  this 
continued  sampling  of  meat  pies  does  not  pass  unnoticed  by  the 
manufacturers.  The  realisation  that  their  products  are  under 
surveillance  may  encourage  them  to  improve  the  standard,  there 
being  no  legal  standard  in  force. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1959. 

Steady  progress  is  being  maintained  in  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  premises  to  which  the  requirements  of  the  above 
Regulations  apply,  and  although  this  has  not  been  so  spectacular 
as  was  at  first  anticipated  when  the  Regulations  were  introduced, 
it  has  been  very  encouraging. 

The  intimation  of  defects  or  lack  of  facilities  on  premises 
is  a simple  enough  matter,  and  following  this,  having  the  work 
completed  also  proves  quite  simple,  but  when  one  starts  to 
attempt  to  alter  the  practices  of  the  personnel,  the  problem  is 
quite  different.  This  is  an  aspect  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  introduction  of  the  Regulations  which  will  in  my  opinion, 
take  some  time  before  the  full  impact  is  noticed,  but  greater 
impetus  could  be  given  to  this  problem  by  the  general  public 
exercising  their  rights  to  shop  only  from  the  premises  where  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene  can  be  seen. 

The  use  of  vehicles  for  selling  open  food  increases  each 
year  and  until  compulsory  registration  of  these  vehicles  is 
effected^  great  disservice  to  the  otherwise  beneficial  results  of 
the  Regulations  will  be  done.  This  form  of  trading  could  now  be 
classified  as  "big  business”  and  as  such  should  be  subjected 
to  the  rigorous  standards  applied  to  premises  with  regard  to 
structure,  surface  finishing  and  ability  to  be  readily  and  effect- 
ively cleansed.  Last  year  I mentioned  the  vehicle  used, among 
other  things,  for  the  sale  of  food.  Until  such  time  as  food  vehicles 
are  registered  and  their  use  forbiddeo  for  other  purposes,  mal- 
practices will  continue  with  recurring  risk  to  consumers. 
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Generally  speaking,  I feel  the  time  is  now  fast  approaching 
when  consideration  will  require  to  be  given  to  some  form  of  train- 
ing for  all  personnel  engaged  in  food  handling  and  a standard  of 
medical  fitness  of  the  people  so  engaged  applied.  This  form  of 
training  should  be  compulsory  and  include  an  elementary  know- 
ledge of  food  poisoning,  cause  and  effect,  as  well  as  the  finer 
points  of  personal  hygiene.  It  is  surprising,  in  spite  of  publicity, 
to  note  the  number  of  people  employed  in  the  sale  of  food  who 
still  persist  in  licking  fingers  to  lift  paper,  or  blow  into  paper 
bags  to  open  them.  The  provision  of  hand-washing  facilities  has 
not  eliminated  the  use  of  the  apron-covered  buttocks  for  hand 
cleaning,  nor  has  the  provision  of  outdoor  clothes  hanging  accom- 
modation complete  with  mirrors,,  eliminated  in  any  way  the  female 
assistant’s  practice  of  wetting  the  forefinger  with  the  tongue  to 
arrange  eyebrows. 

LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1953. 

The  provisions  of  this  order  were  enforced  but  no  contra- 
ventions were  found. 

THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948/60 

THE  FOOD  STANDARDS  (ICE  CREAM)  (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS,  1959. 

Details  of  the  ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  in  use,  and 
details  of  the  administration  of  the  Regulations  during  the  year 
are  summarised  below: 

Premises  Vehicles 

1 Registrations  granted,  cancelled,  etc,  in 
-1261 L 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December, 

I960.  41 

Registrations  granted  during  1961  1 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1961  3 

Registrations  discontinued  during  1961  2 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December, 

1961  37 


19 

6 

2 

5 

18 


2 Details  of  the  Premises  in  use 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture, 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  11 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture  and 

Storage  of  Ice  Cream  2 

Premises  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  24 

(One  of  the  premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and 
Sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  confined  to  the  use  of  a complete  cold  mix). 
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3.  Details  of  Ice  Cream  Vehicles  in  use : 


Large  vans  specially  constructed  for  Ice  Cream  Sale  12 

Vans  modified  to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the 

Regulations  4 

Tricycles  and  similar  vehicles  1 

4.  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year  38 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  high 

bacterial  count  — 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of 

presence  of  coliform  organisms  3 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  high 

bacterial  count  and  presence  of  coliform  organisms  — 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  satisfactory  35 


Table  showing  graded  results  of  Bacteriologial  Examinations 


Bacterial  Count 

No.  of 

Also  containing  coliform 

Samples 

organisms 

0 - 5,000 

26 



5,000  - 10,000 

3 

1 

10,000  - 20,000 

3 

1 

20,000  - 50,000 

6 

1 

50,000  - 100,000 

— 

— 

Over  100,000 

— 

— 

5.  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  under  the  Food  & Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act  and  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland')  Regulat- 
ions. 1959. 

Number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for  chemical 

analysis  during  the  year  1 6 

Number  of  samples  failing  to  comply  with  the  standards 

prescribed  by  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland) 
Regulations  2 

Number  of  samples  which  complied  with  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations  14 

(As  previously  described  in  this  report,  the  two  samples  of  ice 
cream  which  were  not  up  to  the  required  standard  were  both 
purchased  from  the  same  vendor.  Legal  proceedings  were  institut- 
ed culminating  in  a warning  letter  sent  to  the  vendor  by  the 
Procurator-Fiscal). 
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The  standards  prescribed  for  the  types  of  ice  cream  in  the  Food 
Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations  are  as  follows 


Designation 

Dairy  Ice  Cream 
Dairy  Cream  Ice 
Cream  Ice 

Milk  Ice 


Ice  Cream 


Prescribed  Standards 

Not  less  than  5%  Milk  Fat  and  ll/2%  Milk 
Solids  other  than  Milk  Fat  and  no  Fat 
other  than  that  derived  from  Milk. 

Not  less  than  2 /%  Milk  Fat  and  7%  Milk 
Solids  other  than  Fat  and  no  Fat  other 
than  that  derived  from  Milk. 

Not  less  than  5%  Fat  and  7 V2%  Milk 
Solids  other  than  Fat. 


Table  showing  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  sixteen  samples 
submitted,  all  of  which  were  ice  cream 


Fat  Content 


No.  of  Samples 


Under  5% 
5%  - 6% 
6%  - 7% 
7%  - 8% 
8%  - 9% 
9%  - 10% 
10%  - 11% 


2 

3 

4 

5 


Deficient 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 


1 

1 

Average  Fat  Content  — 6.9% 


Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 


Milk  Solids  other  than 
Fat  Content 

Under  7.5% 

7.6%  - 8.5% 

8.6%  - 9.5% 

9.6%  - 10.5% 

10.6%  - 11.5% 
11.6%  - 12.5% 


No.  of  Samples 


3 

4 
4 
4 
1 


Average  Milk  Solids  other  than  Fat  Content  - 9.93% 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
(SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

The  above  Regulations  impose  certain  conditions  relative 
to  the  humane  treatment  of  animals  for  slaughter,  and  control  the 
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manner  in  which  slaughter  is  carried  out.  In  the  course  of  routine 
meat  inspection  visits,  regard  is  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the 
requirements  of  these  Regulations.  During  the  year  two  slaughter- 
men were  charged  with  contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 

Slaughterhouses  Act.  1954. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  operated  in  the  Landward  Area  of 
the  County  continue  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and 
during  routine  inspection  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 

Thirty-one  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in  terms  of 
the  Slaughterhouses  Acts,  1928-1954;  these  were  as  follows  :- 

Slaughter  of  all  animals  including  horses 
Slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  goats 
Slaughter  of  sheep  only 
Slaughter  of  pigs  only 
Provisional  Licences 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  Offensive  Trade  premises,  of  which  there  are  eight  in 
the  Landward  Area  of  the  County,  continue  in  operation  , and 
during  routine  inspections  these  were  found  to  be  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

Complaints. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  com- 
plaints dealt  with  during  the  year:— 


1 

22 

8 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

Reported 

Number 

Abated 

(a)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  dwellinghouses 

42 

29 

2 

5 

including  dampness  

(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  defective 

sanitary  conditions  

(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies 

6 

(d)  Overcrowding  

5 

(e)  Offensive  Smells  

8 

8 

1 42 

(0  Accumulation  of  Refuse  

16 

(g)  Infestation  bv  Pests  

148 

1 

6 

16 

(h)  Pollution  of  Streams  and  Ditches 

(i)  Dirtv  Houses  

5 

1? 

(j)’  Others 

Total  

255 

202 
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The  number  of  complaints  dealing  with  unsatisfactory 
housing  continues  at  a fairly  high  level,  and  it  is  often  found  on 
investigation  that  the  real  purpose  of  the  complaint  is  to  try  and 
further  the  complainant’s  application  for  the  tenancy  of  a Council 
house. 

Accumulations  of  refuse  in  a rural  area  continue  to  be  the 
subject  of  much  investigation  in  spite  of  a Scavengi ng  Service 
operating  in  the  area  where  these  accumulations  take  place.  An 
explanation  for  this  state  of  affairs,  after  investigation,  appears 
to  be,  when  husband  and  wife  are  both  employed, the  household 
refuse  is  disposed  of  in  the  evening  under  cover  of  darkness  as 
they  are  not  available  to  put  the  refuse  bin  out  during  the  day  to 
satisfy  the  kerb-side  collection. 

Burning  refuse  tips  of  some  of  the  small  Burghs  tipping  in 
the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  gave  rise  to  complaint  but  these 
were  all  satisfactorily  abated  by  negotiation  with  the  Authority 
concerned. 

All  complaints  and  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year  without  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

Dirty  Houses. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a notice  as  prescribed 
in  Section  40  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  although 
5 visits  were  made  in  this  connection. 

Tents.  Vans  and  Sheds. 

The  regular  camping  sites  were  kept  under  observation 
during  the  season  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  observed. 

The  vexing  question  of  the  insanitary  conditions  at  various 
"lay -byes”  throughout  the  County  has  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion during  the  year  under  review,  and  the  Council,  in  view  of 
the  disturbing  content  of  the  reports,  arranged  to  have  a number 
of  the  lay-byes  closed  and  in  other  cases  resited  in  open  country- 
side in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  fouling  of  the  surrounding  ground. 

This  is  a very  small  contribution  to  what  must  be  a national 
nuisance  and  I feel  some  form  of  national  policy  will  be  required 
before  these  unsatisfactory  and  potentially  dangerous  conditions 
are  removed. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act.  I960. 

Thirty  licences  have  been  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  above  Act. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  in  Circular  No.  66/1960  made  the 
following  statement  regarding  the  model  standards  — "The  model 
standards  indicate  what  is  generally  to  be  expected  on  actively 
used  sites.  The  local  authority  will  no  doubt  apply  them  with  full 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case  including  the  type  and 
general  intensity  of  use  (as  distinct  from  short  term  "peak"  uses), 
the  physical  character  of  the  site  and  any  services  or  facilities 
that  may  already  be  available  within  convenient  reach.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  policy  and  giving  full  consideration  to 
the  use  to  which  sites  are  to  be  put,  a modified  version  of  the 
Model  Standards  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Council  and  this  modified  form  is  now  standard 
practice  in  the  County. 

The  majority  of  the  applications  for  site  licences  were 
made  in  respect  of  single  caravans,  in  most  cases  used  as  temp- 
orary housing  accommodation,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a weak- 
ness in  the  legislation  that  exemption  for  the  single  caravan  was 
not  allowed  for  in  the  Act. 

Seasonal  Workers 


The  practice  of  employing  seasonal  workers  is  fast  dis- 
appearing from  this  area  and  again  only  one  farm  resorted  to  this 
form  of  labour.  The  usual  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises 
prior  to  and  during  occupation  and  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  19  37  - 1948. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  comprised  132  Mechanical,  1 Non-Mechanical  and  28  other 
premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforceable 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty -five  inspections  were  made  of 
these  premises  during  the  year.  In  nine  cases  only  were  defects 
concerned  with  sanitary  conveniences  found. 

Two  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  Factory  Outworkers 
during  the  year. 

Circular  letter  No.  100/61  from  the  Department  of  Health 
for  Scotland  requires  that  details  of  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Acts  be  given  in  the  following  format:— 
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Part  I of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

i 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

132 

449 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

28 

74 

1 

Total- 

161 

525 

2 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

_ 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  



_ 



_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

5 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

3 

3 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  

1 

1 

Total 

9 

7 

- 

1 

- 
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Part  VUE  of  the  Act. 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-wotkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section 
110  (1) (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel:— 

Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

2 



_ 

— 

- 

- 

Others 

- 

- 

— 

— 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1958. 

Regular  observations  of  the  various  plants  capable  of  con- 
travening the  Regulations  were  made  during  the  year  and  in  only 
four  cases  was  it  necessary  to  notify  the  plant  operators  that 
dark  smoke  was  being  emitted  in  excess  of  the  permitted  periods. 

Dust  Emissions. 

Strict  observations  were  maintained  on  the  Chipboard 
Factory  relative  to  excessive  dust  emissions.  An  improvement  on 
these  conditions  has  been  effected  with  the  fitting  of  "Bag  Fil- 
ters" on  all  the  main  cyclones  and  work  is  now  proceeding  to  fit 
similar  filters  on  the  smaller  cyclones  which  serve  single  mach- 
ines. 


The  emission  of  dust  and  grit  from  the  Road  Metal  Quarry 
is  now  being  effectively  controlled  with  the  completion  of  the 
conversion  of  the  water  wash  towers  to  single  pass  counter 
current  spray  towers  on  the  old  plant.  By  fitting  extractor  fans 
and  additional  ducting  to  carry  the  excessive  gasses  discharged 
from  the  new  plant  cyclones  before  discharging  to  the  atmosphere, 
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the  emissions  of  the  finer  particles  of  dust  have  been  prevented. 
In  addition  to  these  improvements  which  were  suggested  by  this 
Department,  the  owners  have  fitted  a recovery  silo  to  salvage 
materials  which,  under  the  old  arrangement,  were  discharged  to 
the  atmosphere. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  work  involved  in  the  administration  of  this  Act,  in  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  properties  for  rats  and  mice  infest- 
ation, is  shown  in  the  following  tabulated  statement:  — 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Total 

I.  Number  of  Properties 

inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1961. 

(a)  As  a result  of 

notification  ... 

3 

27 

13 

16 

59 

(b)  Otherwise 

50 

30 

17 

8 

105 

Total  

53 

57 

30 

24 

164 

II.  Number  of  above 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 
or  mice 

38 

54 

19 

22 

133 

Eli. Number  of  above  in- 
fested properties 
satisfactorily  cleared 

(a)  By  the  Local 

Authority 

38 

50 

16 

16 

120 

(b)  Otherwise 

- 

4 

3 

1 

8 

Total 

00 

*■5 

54 

19 

17 

128 

IV.  Number  of  Notices 

served  under  Section  4 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

V.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4. 

VI.  Number  of  Notices 
issued  under  Section 
6 (2)  

VII.  Number  of  Ships  Treated  - 
Number  of  Rodent  Control 

NiL 

Certificates 

Issued  — NiL 
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OTHER  PESTS 


Moles 


Extermination  of  moles  was  carried  out  at  eleven  premises 
during  the  year.  These  premises  ranged  from  burial  grounds  and 
playing  fields  to  Council  house  gardens. 

Bats 


Nine  Council  properties  were  treated  for  bats  which  were 
causing  inconvenience. 

Insect  Pests 


At  twenty-four  properties  treatments  were  undertaken  to 
eradicate  fleas,  wasps,  ants  and  silver  fish.  This  entailed  thirty- 
five  treatments. 

Routine  spraying  of  refuse  tips  near  to  houses  to  control 
flies  was  carried  out  during  the  summer  months. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order, 

1951. 

Sixteen  ships  were  visited  on  arrival  at  Annan  Harbour 
during  the  year.  All  were  in  possession  of  valid  rodent  control 
certificates. 


PESTS  ACT,  1954. 

Rabbit  Clearance  (Scotland)  No.  7 Order.  1956, 

Forty-two  treatments  were  carried  out  to  control  rabbits  at 
County  Council  properties  during  the  year.  These  included  playing 
fields,  quarries,  burial  grounds  and  road  verges.  Complete  erad- 
ication of  rabbits  as  required  by  the  above  Order  is  difficult  to 
achieve  in  a rural  area  without  the  full  co-operation  of  the  adjoin- 
ing proprietors.  In  order  to  overcome  this  difficulty  at  one  of  the 
major  County  Council  properties,  it  was  recommended  that  the 
County  Council  should  become  a member  of  the  Rabbit  Clearance 
Society  and  since  this  has  been  accomplished  ne  further  com- 
plaints have  been  received.  Gassing,  using  Cymag.is  the  method 
employed  almost  exclusively  for  these  treatments  although  in 
certain  cases  trapping  has  to  be  carried  out. 
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CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  and  1952. 
CINEMATOGRAPH  (SAFETY)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS, 

1955. 

Ten  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  three  Cinemas 
in  the  County  area  during  the  year,  and  in  no  case  was  there  any 
evidence  of  contravention  of  the  above  Regulations. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960. 

No  notice  of  complaint  under  the  above  Act  was  received  by 
this  Department  during  the  year. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order.  1957. 

A detailed  survey  was  made  of  all  premises  at  which  waste 
foods  were  fed  to  pigs  and/or  poultry.  This  survey  revealed  that 
the  number  of  premises  at  which  pigs  are  kept  is  greatly  reduced 
and  also  that  fewer  owners  of  piggeries  are  using  waste  foods. 

Following  this  survey  it  was  recommended  that  17  licences 
be  continued  and  that  4 new  licences  be  issued.  It  was  further 
recommended  that  17  licences  be  cancelled. 

The  general  condition  of  the  premises,  including  the  boiling 
equipment,  was  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  Frequent  inspect- 
ions are  necessary  to  these  premises  to  ensure  satisfactory  con- 
ditions. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT,  1926. 
FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

Seven  test  or  informal  samples  were  taken  from  stocks  held 
by  suppliers  and  manufacturers  throughout  the  County.  These 
comprise  3 fertilisers  and  4 feedingstuffs.  All  of  these  samples 
were  found  on  analysis  to  comply  with  the  warranty  given,  and  in 
no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 
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SMALL  BURGHS 
Burgh  of  Annan 

Vital  Statistics 


The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  151 
(81  male,  70  female)  of  which  six  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  79  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  72  (32  male,  40 
female).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  19; 
Apoplexy,  19;  Cancer,  16.  Four  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 


Infectious  Disease 

Six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received: 
Scarlet  Fever,  2;  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  2;  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  2. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  Ian  Gibson,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  :— 

Water  Supply. 

In  the  Report  for  I960  it  was  recorded  that  a start  had  been  made 
to  the  works  of  improvement  to  the  water  supply  which  the  Town 
Council  had  agreed  where  necessary,  that  the  re-conditioning  of 
the  7”  C.I.  trunk  water  main  from  Middlebie  to  Landheads  had 
been  completed,  and  a start  had  been  made  to  the  various  works 
deemed  necessary  at  Landheads.  It  will  be  recalled  that  these 
various  works  comprised  the  roofing  of  the  smaller  of  the  two 
clear  water  storage  tanks,  the  division  of  the  two  slow  sand 
filters  into  four  filters  of  more  manageable  size,  the  provision  of 
a micro-strainer  unit  to  ease  the  load  on  these  over  taxed  sand 
filters,  a sand  washing  plant  and  a chlorination  plant,  together 
with  various  ancillary  works.  At  the  start  of  1961  only  the  roofing 
of  the  clear  water  storage  tank  had  been  completed  and  work  had 
started  on  the  erection  of  the  micro-strainer  unit.  Eventually, 
after  many  delays,  this  unit  was  brought  into  service  on  the  19th 
June,  1961,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year  worked 
efficiently  and  gave  complete  satisfaction.  Once  the  micro- 
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strainer  unit  was  working  it  was  then  possible  to  make  a start  on 
the  final  stage  of  the  improvement  works,  namely  the  sub-division 
of  the  two  existing  slow  sand  filters.  It  must  be  appreciated  that, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  quality  of  the  water  supply  to  the  town, 
both  sand  filters  could  not  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  time,  and 
this  requirement  had  the  effect  of  doubling  the  time  required  to 
complete  the  necessary  work.  While  work  was  proceeding  on  the 
division  of  one  filter,  the  second  filter  together  with  the  micro- 
strainer had  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  the  town 
and  this  obviously  was  neither  a very  desirable  nor  efficient 
practice,  but  this  state  of  affairs  existed  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  as  the  Contractor  found  it  impossible  to  complete  any  part 
of  this  work  before  the  31st  December,  1961.  When  this  filter  was 
being  divided  an  opportunity  was  taken  of  examining  the  existing 
walls  to  the  filter  and  it  was  found  that  the  concrete  to  these 
walls  was  in  an  advanced  state  of  deterioration,  and  the  Town 
Council  agreed  that  these  walls  should  be  "gunitted”  and,  as 
this  meant  the  employment  of  a specialist  firm,  this  decision 
further  delayed  completion  of  the  work. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  while  some  progress  had 
been  made,  there  still  remained  a considerable  amount  of  work  to 
be  carried  out  before  the  whole  scheme  of  mod  emisation  was 
completed.  The  work  still  to  be  completed  included  the  sub- 
division of  both  existing  slow  sand  filters,  the  ins  tallation  of 
the  sand  washing  plant,  and  the  chlorination  plant,  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  all  this  work  will  be  carried  out  during  the 
early  part  of  1962. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year  and  samples  taken  at  regular  intervals  showed  that  chemic- 
ally and  bacteriologically  the  supply  was,  in  all  respects,  satis- 
factory for  human  consumption. 

Drainage  System  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  normal  maintenance  work  was  carried  out 
on  the  drainage  system  and  no  major  troubles  were  experienced 
in  any  part  of  the  town. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ran  smoothly  throughout  the 
year  and,  here  again,  only  normal  maintenance  and  care  were 
required.  As  in  previous  years,  the  fairly  large  quantities  of 
sludge  which  are  produced  at  the  sewage  works  in  the  course  of 
treatment  of  the  sewage  again  proved  to  be  a very  popular  form  of 
fertiliser  with  local  gardeners  due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
reasonably  innocuous  and  fairly  easy  to  handle  in  its  dried  con- 
dition. Once  again  the  demand  for  this  sludge  as  garden  manure 
exceeded  the  quantity  available. 
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Cleansiag  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Arrangements  for  the  collection  of  domestic  and  other  refuse 
remained  more  or  less  the  same  as  in  previous  years,  although 
with  the  introduction  during  the  year  of  a five  day  week  for  the 
labourers  employed  on  this  service,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
some  minor  modifications.  Nevertheless,  a twice-weekly  collect- 
ion of  household  refuse  was  provided  throughout  the  town  and,  in 
addition,  a daily  collection  of  trade  refuse  was  made  in  the  main 
shopping  area. 


All  refuse  from  the  Burgh  continued  to  be  tipped  at  Corse- 
hill  Quarry  two  and  a half  miles  from  the  town  where  the  system 
of  controlled  tipping  established  two  years  ago  continued.  This 
system  of  controlled  tipping  was  operated  throughout  the  year  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  there  being  no  complaints  of 
any  serious  nature  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  this  tip.  The 
only  cause  there  may  have  been  for  complaint  at  any  time  during 
the  year  was  an  infestation  of  flies,  but  these  were  fairly  easily 
controlled  by  D.D.T.  powder. 


Housing. 

During  1961,  64  Town  Council  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  — this  being  a considerable  improvement  on  the  previous 
year’s  figure  when  only  15  houses  were  completed,  and  is  also  an 
improvement  on  the  1959  figure  when  57  houses  were  occupied. 
All  these  64  houses  were  of  non-traditional  type  provided  by  die 
Scotdsh  Construction  Company  of  Edinburgh.  In  addition  to  these 
houses,  an  Improvement  Scheme  of  three  houses  in  Thomas  Street 
was  also  completed  and  occupied  making  a grand  total  of  67 
houses  completed  during  the  year,  made  up  as  follows 

3—  Apt.  Scotcon 42 

4—  Apt.  Scotcon 22 

64 

1—  Apt.  Thomas  St.  ...  1 

2—  Apt.  Thomas  St.  ...  2 

2_ 

67 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Town  Council  had  a further  16 
Scotcon  houses  under  construction  in  the  Kennels  Road/McNeish 
Drive  area,  all  of  which  should  be  completed  during  the  first  half 
of  1962. 
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In  addition,  the  22  managerial  type  houses  which  were 
mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year  had  been  started  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  none  had  been  completed,  although  the  first  two 
should  be  occupied  in  the  early  part  of  1962. 

Plans  were  also  in  preparation  for  the  re-development  of  a 
large  area  of  North  Street/George  Street/Johnstone  Street,  and  it 
appears  that  when  this  scheme  is  completed  it  shoul  d provide 
about  140  houses  some  of  which  are,  of  course,  existing  houses 
which  are  considered  worth  retaining,  together  with  ample  provis- 
ion for  car  parking,  lock-up  garages,  two  children’s  playgrounds, 
shops,  open  spaces,  and  pedestrian  ways. 

Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  question  of  the  replace- 
ment of  the  45  Uniseco  type  prefabricated  houses  which  are  now 
reaching  the  end  of  their  useful  life,  and  a draft  plan  for  the  re- 
development of  this  area  was  under  active  cons  ideration  from 
which  it  appeared  that  it  would  be  possible  to  erect  approximately 
90  permanent  houses  on  the  site  presently  occupied  by  these  45 
temporary  houses. 

The  Town  Council  have  now  completed  their  modernisation 
scheme  involving  individual  unfit  houses  which  they  own,  and 
altogether  26  such  sub-standard  houses  have  been  improved  during 
the  last  few  years.  The  Town  Council,  however,  still  own  seven 
sub-standard  houses  none  of  which  it  is  considered  worth  re-con- 
structing. 

Offensive  Trades. 


The  only  offensive  trade  now  being  carried  out  in  the  Burgh 
is  shrimp  peeling.  There  are  six  shrimp  peeling  factories  and  no 
serious  complaints  concerning  any  of  these  were  received  during 
the  year.  One  such  factory,  unfortunately  perhaps,  is  situatednear 
the  housing  area  and  particularly  during  the  warmer  months  a 
certain  amount  of  discomfort  is  caused  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
by  'fishy’  odours.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  these  premises 
will  be  closed  during  the  early  part  of  the  coming  year  and  its 
functions  transferred  to  a more  modem  and  better  situated  factory, 
and  that  this  move  will  eradicate  any  cause  for  complaint.  Other- 
wise all  the  factories  were  managed  in  a satisfactory  way. 

Nuisances. 


No  official  intimations  of  nuisance  were  served  under  Sec- 
tion 19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  All  potential 
nuisances,  consisting  mostly  of  choked  drains  were  remedied  on 
approach  being  made  to  the  proprietors  concerned.  During  the  year, 
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however,  disused  premises  in  the  industrial  part  of  the  town  began 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  fattening  steers  and  the  method  of 
operation  employed  caused  a certain  amount  of  complaint  from 
people  living  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  These  complaints 
were  due  largely  to  the  unsatisfactory  construction  of  the  prem- 
ises for  this  purpose,  and  their  close  proximity  to  certain  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood.  While  this  matter  had  not  been  completely 
resolved  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  expected  that  the  use  of 
these  premises  for  this  purpose  will  cease  in  the  very  near  future 
and  that  any  cause  for  complaint  will  then  be  eliminated. 


Burgh  of  Langholm. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  23  (16 
males,  7 females)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  17  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence  numbered  34  (11  male,  23 
female).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  15; 
Apoplexy,  7;  Cancer,  3.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease 

Only  one  notification  was  received,  that  of  a patient  suffer- 
ing from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh:— 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  springs  and  distributed  by 
gravitation  from  a high  level  cistern  of  approximately  250,000 
gallons  capacity,  the  equivalent  to  l1/  day’s  supply.  No  serious 
shortage  was  experienced  during  the  year  and  analysis  indicate 
that  the  water  is  fit  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  drainage  system,  apart  from  a choked  sewer  which  was 
cleared  without  difficulty,  functioned  satisfactorily. 
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A new  comprehensive  report  on  the  proposed  sewage  dis- 
posal works  was  received  from  the  Consulting  Engineers  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  and  this  report  will  form  the  basis  of  dis- 
cussion between  the  Town  Council  and  Industry  regarding  the 
participation  of  the  latter  in  the  general  scheme  for  sewage  dis- 
posal. 

Cleansing. 

Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  by  motor  vehicle 
three  times  weekly  and  during  the  summer  months  there  is  a weekly 
collection  of  garden  refuse.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at 
High  Mill,  approximately  a mile  outwith  the  Burgh.  The  tipping 
area  receives  regular  attention  and  has  not  given  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

Waste  paper  is  collected  weekly  and  a total  of  51/^  tons 
was  salvaged  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

The  conversion  of  25  Uniseco  temporary  houses  at  Holm- 
wood  into  semi-permanent  bungalows  has  been  completed. 

The  erection  of  8 — 2 apt.  and  4 — 3 apt.  houses  at  Meikle- 
holm  has  progressed  favourably  and  should  be  ready  for  occupation 
in  April,  1962.  These  houses  will  be  allocated  to  elderly  persons. 

Two  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Seven  privately  owned  houses  were  improved  with  the 
assistance  of  discretionary  grants  and  four  standard  grants  were 
approved,  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts  1950  to  1959. 

Factories. 


There  are  28  mechanical  and  2 non-mechanical  factories  in 
the  Burgh.  No  defects  were  found  during  routine  visits. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Burgh  is  kept  clean 
and  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Offensive  Trades. 


The  skin  works  is  the  only  trade  under  this  heading,  and 
the  premises  are  maintained  in  a reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 
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Burial  Grounds. 


The  only  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh  is  closed  for  interments. 
Schools. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  Langholm  Academy  and  the 
Infants’  School  has  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  building  of  the  new  school  has  proceeded  satisfactorily 
and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  the  spring  of  1962. 


Burgh  of  Lochmaben. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers  was  24  (10 
male,  14  female). 

During  the  year  10  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  9,  (3  male,  6 
female).  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Disease 

There  were  no  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Berry,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
the  following  report 


New  houses. 


Four  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  in  1961. 
These  four  houses  are  part  of  a development  of  14  new  Council 
houses  at  Mossvale  Extension.  The  other  10  houses  were  still 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

With  the  completion  of  these  4 houses  at  Mossvale  there 
were  at  the  end  of  1961  a total  of  160  Council  houses  in  the 
Burgh,  comprising  68  pre-war  houses  and  92  houses  provided 
post-war,  all  of  traditional  construction. 
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Approval  was  given  for  the  erection  of  one  house  by  a 
private  person.  This  will  be  a traditional-type  house  of  5 apart- 
ments. r 

Improvements  to  Houses. 

(a)  General  - Improvements  and  alterations  of  a major 
nature  were  carried  out  to  5 dwellinghouses  during  the  year  and 
minor  works  were  executed  at  3 houses. 

(b)  Improvement  Grants  - In  terms  of  Section  III  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  grants  were  promised  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  respect  of  improvement  works  at  4 dwellings  and  also  in 
respect  of  the  provision  of  6 houses  by  the  conversion  of  a former 
church.  Grants  were  paid  in  respect  of  completed  improvement 
works  at  2 houses. 

(c)  Standard  Grants  — Grant  was  promised  for  the  provision 
of  standard  amenities  in  one  dwellinghouse  during  the. year  and 
grant  was  paid  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  such  facilities  in 
one  house,  as  provided  for  in  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing 


Building  Byelaws  : 

Plans  — Sixteen  plans,  submitted  for  approval  under  the 
Building  Byelaws,  were  approved  during  the  year.  These  were 
concerned  with  the  following  works 


Act,  1959. 


(1)  New  private  dwellinghouses 

(2)  Alterations  to  existing  dwellinghouses 

(3)  Conversion  of  former  church  to  dwelling- 


1 

7 


houses 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


(4)  Alterations  to  shops 

(5)  New  public  garage 

(6)  Toilet  facilities  at  caravan  site 

(7)  Conversion  of  former  store  to  workshop 

(8)  Provision  of  Petrol  Pump  and  Tank 

(9)  Extension  to  Burgh  Store 


Total 


16 


Minor  Warrants. 


Twenty-seven  minor  warrants  were  issued  during  the  year 
for  the  following  works 
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(1)  Alterations  to  dwellinghouses  3 

(2)  Alterations  to  former  garage  to  form 

betting  shop  with  toilets  1 

(3)  Erection  of  W.C.  at  dairy  premises  1 

(4)  Alterations  to  shop  1 

(5)  Alterations  to  form  confectionery  premises  1 

(6)  New  private  garages  6 

(7)  New  garden  sheds  9 

(8)  New  greenhouses  2 

(9)  New  boundary  walls  2 

(10)  Alterations  at  hotel  1 


Total  27 


Unauthorised  Work 


At  two  premises  it  was  found  that  unauthorised  work  had 
been  carried  out.  One  of  these  concerned  the  provision  of  a bath 
and  wash-hand  basin.  The  owner  of  this  property  was  required  to 
submit  plans  showing  the  work  carried  out.  At  the  other  premises 
the  unauthorised  works  were  halted  until  plans  have  been  sub- 
mitted and  are  approved. 

Water  Supply. 

The  levels  of  water  in  the  two  reservoirs  were  closely 
watched  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  months,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  June  it  was  decided  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
use  of  water  for  car-washing  and  for  garden  purposes  and  to  invite 
the  co-operation  of  householders  in  the  conservation  of  water.  At 
this  time  the  amount  of  water  in  store  had  not  been  greatly  red- 
uced but  the  principal  lesson  learned  from  the  failure  of  the 
supply  in  1959  was  that  steps  to  conserve  water  must  be  taken 
early.  However,  deterioration  of  the  supply  continued  and  in  the 
middle  of  July  arrangements  were  made  with  the  County  Council 
for  an  auxiliary  supply  from  the  County  Lower  Nith  sdale  main 
pipe  near  Halliday  Terrace  where  a cross-connection  from  one 
main  to  the  other  already  exists.  Initially,  water  from  the  County 
main  was  supplied  for  two  daytime  periods  of  eight  hours  per  week 
but  these  periods  were  later  increased  or  reduced  or  altered 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  County  supply.  This  arrange- 
ment continued  over  a period  of  five  weeks.  On  fifteen  occasions 
this  supply  was  given  amounting  to  371,000  gallons,  which  was 
the  equivalent  of  some  seven  days'  supply.  Heavy  rain  fell  on 
8th  August  and  thereafter  the  Burgh  supply  was  sufficient  to  meet 
all  needs.  One  factor  which  facilitated  this  augmentation  supply 
being  given  was  that  there  was  little  difference  in  pressure  bet- 
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ween  the  Burgh  supply  and  the  County  main  pipe  in  this  area,  so 
much  so  that  most  consumers  were  not  aware  from  pressures,  or 
quality,  that  the  normal  supply  was  being  augmented. 

In  September,  the  report  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
engaged  by  the  Council  was  submitted.  Briefly,  this  report  indi- 
cated that  the  existing  catchment  area  could  not  be  extended,  nor 
could  yield  within  the  present  area  be  appreciably  improved.  Two 
alternative  methods  of  increasing  the  water  resources  were 
suggested  for  consideration.  The  first  of  these  outlined  a scheme 
of  development  of  a supplementary  source  of  supply  from  the 
Glenkill  Burn  which  is  a tributary  of  the  Water  of  Ae  in  the 
parish  of  Kirkmichael,  there  being  no  suitable  source  of  supply 
near  to  the  existing  headworks  of  the  present  supply.  Water  from 
a small  intake  dam  on  this  Glenkill  Bum  would  be  piped  to  the 
lower  reservoir  at  the  Water  Works,  A distance  of  5 3/e  miles.  Ext- 
ension of  the  filter  areas  at  the  works,  duplication  of  the  existing 
pipeline  from  the  works  to  the  Burgh,  and  the  provision  of  a new 
clear-water  tank  at  Watchhill  would  have  been  corollaries  of  this 
scheme  of  improvement.  The  alternative  scheme  would  be  to 
request  an  auxiliary  supply  from  the  County  Council,  this  to  be 
supplied  in  periods  of  need  only.  To  provide  for  such  a supply 
would  necessitate  the  provision  of  a newpipe-line,  approximately 
one  mile  long,  from  the  County  Council  Black  Esk  main  pipe 
near  Chapelcroft  to  connect  with  the  Burgh  main  pipe  at  Watchhill, 
through  a new  tank  of  75,000  gallons  capacity  to  be  built  there. 
An  additional  5— inch  diameter  main  pipe  would  also  require  to  be 
laid  to  connect  the  new  tank  to  the  main  in  the  Burgh  at  Town- 
head.  The  recommendation  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  was  that 
the  alternative  scheme,  an  augmentation  supply  from  the  County 
Black  Esk  supply,  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Burgh. 

After  consideration  of  the  report  it  was  decided  to  approach 
the  County  Council  to  ascertain  whether  a supply  of  water  could 
be  made  available  to  the  Burgh  in  times  of  scarcity  and  on  what 
terms  and  conditions  such  a supply  would  be  available.  The 
County  Council  agreed  to  this  request,  the  water  supplied  to  be 
charged  for  and  the  works  of  providing  the  additional  pipe-lines 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  Burgh,  that  is,  the  provision  of  a 4— inch 
diameter  main  from  Chapelcroft  to  Watchhill  linking  the  County 
Black  Esk  main  with  the  Burgh  main  and  the  provision  of  a 
5— inch  main  from  Watchhill  to  the  Burgh  main  at  T ownhead.  It 
was  further  agreed  that  the  tank  proposed  to  be  provided  at  Watch- 
hill be  not  built  meantime.  The  building  of  this  tank  is  to  be 
postponed  until  required  by  the  County  Council.  When  it  will  be 
required  will  be  dependent  upon  what  adverse  effect  on  the 
County  supply  is  caused  by  the  fluctuating  requirements  of  the 
Burgh.  Meantime,  a pressure  reducing  valve  will  be  fitted  at  this 
location. 
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In  addition  to  the  proposed  works  relative  to  the  augment- 
ation supply,  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  an  overhaul  of  the  water 
pipe-lines  in  the  Burgh  entailing  the  replacement  of  some  of  the 
distribution  mains  in  the  Burgh;  attention  to  existing  valves  and 
the  provision  of  additional  valves  where  required;  the  extension 
of  the  main  pipe  at  Annandale  Crescent;  the  installation  of  a 
meter,  held  in  stock,  at  the  water  works  and  the  removal  of  exist- 
ing and  the  fitting  of  new  fire  hydrants.  This  will  be  spread  over 
a period  of  a few  years. 

At  the  end  of  this  year  under  review,  the  proposals  for  the 
improvement  of  the  supply  and  for  the  maintenance  works  were 
in  course  of  submission  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
for  approval. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year  and  two  samples  were  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  The  results  of  these  examinations  and  analyses 
showed  the  water  to  be  suitable  for  dietetic  purposes. 

Normal  routine  works  of  cleaning  the  intake  springs  and 
stream,  the  maintenance  and  cleaning  of  filters  and  repairs  to 
pipes  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  addition,  the  dear- 
water  tank  was  cleaned  out  and  the  main  meter  taken  out,  repaired 
and  replaced.  The  main  meter  chamber  was  repaired  and  a surface 
water  drain  which  was  causing  flooding  of  this  chamber  was 
partly  renewed. 

Drainage. 

The  improved  sewage  disposal  works  were  fully  in  operat- 
ion at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  all  of  the  minor  technical  diff- 
iculties concerning  overflow  levels,  working  of  syphons,  sludge 
draw-off  valves,  etc_,  having  been  resolved  and  the  maintenance 
tasks  and  working  procedures  understood.  However,  the  results  of 
the  analyses  of  samples  of  effluent  discharging  to  the  Loch  are 
not  consistently  satisfactory.  Of  the  three  samples  taken  in  1961, 
one  was  unsatisfactory,  one  was  classified  as  "border-line”  and 
one  was  satisfactory.  Since  the  first  indication  that  a sample  has 
been  taken  is  the  receipt  of  the  result  some  11—14  days  later,  it 
is  difficult  to  deduce  the  reason  for  the  sample  being  unsatis- 
factory. Arrangements  were  made  whereby  the  Solway  River  Purif- 
ication Board  Inspector,  who  is  responsible  for  the  sampling, 
would  advise  immediately  a sample  had  been  procured  so  that 
when  the  result  later  became  available  this  could  be  related  to 
the  maintenance  works  of  sludge-pumping,  tank-emptying,  filter- 
cleaning, etc.  which  might  have  been  carried  out  immediately 
prior  to  or  at  the  time  of  sampling  and  also  to  the  weather  con- 
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editions  prevailing  and  other  factors  affecting  the  sewage  inflow 
and  treatment. 

This  arrangement  has  not  yet  been  put  into  operation  because 
of  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  River  Purification  Board. 

Additional  shrubs  were  planted  around  the  curtilage  of  the 
works  during  the  year,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Sur- 
veyor a disused  roads  "depot”  was  removed  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  surrounds  of  the  works  as  well  as  to  remove  an 
unofficial  parking  place  where  refuse  was  dumped  and  where  car- 
parking interfered  with  entrance  to  the  works.  Signs  prohibiting 
car-parking  were  erected. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  between  the  Council  and  the 
Hospital  Board  to  negotiate  a new  rate  of  payment  for  the  drain- 
age facilities  afforded  to  the  Board’s  hospital  situated  outside 
the  Burgh.  This  adjustment  is  to  take  account  of  the  expense 
incurred  in  the  improvement  and  additions  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works. 

Regular  de-sludging  of  the  sludge  storage  tanks  was  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

No  major  chokages  or  defects  occurred  in  the  main  sewers 
during  the  year  but  some  routine  cleaning  was  carried  out,  part- 
icularly to  a section  of  the  Bruce  Street  sewer  and  to  a section  of 
the  Mossvale  sewer  which  are  prone  to  choke.  These  sections  are 
under  observation,  with  a view  to  eliminating  the  recurring 
chokages. 

A short  extension  was  made  to  the  Mossvale  sewer  to  serve 
the  Council’s  14— house  development. 

Eighteen  tests  were  made  of  new  drainage  and  plumbers’ 
pipes  during  the  year. 

Permission  to  discharge  drainage  to  the  Burgh  sewer  was 
given  in  respect  of  a new  house  erected  outwith  the  Burgh. 

Two  treatments  were  carried  out  for  minor  rat  infestations  at 
the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  refuse  collect- 
ion and  disposal  arrangements. 
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Neither  the  collection,  by  a horse-drawn,  open  cart,  nor  the 
disposal  arrangements,  by  tipping  on  a low  area  in  near  proximity 
to  die  centre  of  the  Burgh,  are  satisfactory.  However,  the  present 
arrangements  are  likely  to  continue  until  full  details  of  the 
regional  scheme  of  refuse  and  sewage  sludge  disposal  proposed 
by  the  County  Council  as  an  extension  to  that  Council’s  compost 
schemes  are  available.  Participation  in  this  scheme  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Burgh,  particularly  from  the  public  health 
and  amenity  viewpoints.  The  shortcomings  of  the  present  service 
are  that  the  tip  access  is  restricted,  which  imposes  a restriction 
on  the  size  of  the  collection  vehicle  and  hinders  the  transport  of 
blinding  material  and  precludes  consolidation  of  the  refuse.  The 
proximity  of  the  tip  to  the  centre  of  the  Burgh  allows  of  unauthor- 
ised tipping  from  a variety  of  points  and  although  little  nuisance 
was  caused  throughout  the  year,  this  practice  could  lead  to  most 
unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Spraying  of  the  tip  against  flies  is  carried  out  during  the 
summer  months  and  inspections  are  made  from  time  to  time  to 
ensure  that  rat  infestation  does  not  occur,  both  services  being 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council's  Pests  Officer. 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

Complaints. 

Six  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Two  of  these 
were  concerned  with  the  unauthorised  dumping  of  refuse,  one  was 
concerned  with  the  storage  of  fish-boxes,  one  was  concerned  with 
dampness  in  a house,  one  related  to  a minor  rat  infestation  of  a 
property  under  re-construction  and  one  was  concerned  with  over- 
crowding. Except  for  the  overcrowding,  all  were  satisfactorily 
dealt  with. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  ('Scotland!  Regulations.  1958. 

No  contravention  of  the  above  Regulations  was  noted  during 
the  year. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960. 

Reports  were  submitted  on  applications  for  licences  for  5 
single  caravan  sites  and  one  commercial  site  for  14  caravans.  The 
sites  occupied  by  single  caravans  were  satisfactory  except  for 
minor  matters.  The  larger  site  was  provided  with  a toilet  block 
and  other  amenities  during  the  year  and  there  only  remains  to  be 
provided  "hard-standings”  at  this  location. 
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The  Council’s  caravan  site  is  exempt  from  the  requirements 
of  this  Act. 

Thirty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  caravan  sites  during  the 

year. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  shops  in  the  Burgh  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
These  visits,  as  well  as  being  for  Shops  Act  purposes,  are  in 
many  instances  concerned  also  with  enactments  administered  by 
the  County  Council,  such  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations. 

Alterations  were  carried  out  to  two  shops  during  the  year. 

Factories  Acts.  1937  to  1959. 

There  are  17  premises  in  the  Burgh  designated  as  factories- 
Ten  of  these  are  mechanical  factorie  s and  7 are  non-mechanical. 
There  are  no  major  industries  in  the  Burgh,  the  factories  being 
builders’  yards,  joiners'  workshops,  a butcher’s  shop,  a bakery, 
boot  repair  workshops  and  a glove  factory. 

Fifty -three  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  during 
1961.  Defects,  concerned  with  sanitary  conveniences,  were  found 
in  4 cases  and  remedied  on  representation  to  the  persons  respon- 
sible. 


Burgh  of  Lockerbie. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  40  (19 
males,  21  females)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  29  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  50  (25  male,  25 
female).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  18; 
Cancer  19.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Disease. 


Six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received:  Scar- 
let Fever,  3;  Erysipelas,  1;  Whooping  Cough,  1;  Dysentery,  1. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  McPhail,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  was  well  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Routine 
examination  showed  the  supply  to  be  suitable  for  all  domestic  use. 

Drainage. 

The  extensions  at  the  Sewage  Works  should  be  completed 
in  June,  1962. 

The  Town  Council  have  agreed  to  participate  in  a County 
Council  scheme  to  build  a Composting  Centre  near  to  the  Sewage 
Works.  Digested  sludge  will  be  pumped  direct  to  the  Composting 
Centre. 

Cleansing. 

Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  a site  outwith  the  Burgh. 

Nuisances. 


Seven  complaints  of  nuisance  were  investigated  and  six 
were  remedied  on  verbal  instruction.  The  Council’s  slaughter- 
house was  inspected  regularly  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

Factories. 

There  are  34  factories  in  the  Burgh,  32  mechanical  and  2 
non-mechanical.  Thirty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and 
5 minor  complaints  rectified  on  verbal  instruction. 

Housing. 

Seventeen  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  together 
with  six  two-apartment  houses. 

Three  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  two 
older  houses  were  modernised  with  the  assistance  of  an  improve- 
ment grant,  and  one  with  a standard  grant. 
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Burgh  of  Moffat. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  23  (15 
males,  8 females).  There  were  four  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  26  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  34  (9  males,  25 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Cancer  9;  Heart 
disease  7;  Pneumonia,  6.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease. 

There  was  one  notification  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  M.  Heron,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh. 

Water  Supply. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  from 
the  supply  gave  satisfactory  results  in  each  instance. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Samples  of  effluent  from  the  sewage  works  were  examined 
by  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board.  The  results  were  variable 
but,  in  general,  the  works  operated  satisfactorily. 

Nuisances. 


Several  complaints  were  investigated  and  remedied  without 
the  need  for  statutory  action. 

Housing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  site  preparations  were  in  progress 
for  the  erection  of  a block  of  four— 2 apartment  flatted  dwellings. 

One  house  was  improved  by  means  of  a st  andard  grant. 

Details  of  the  houses  owned  or  factored  by  the  Town  Coun- 
cil are  as  follows:  — 
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Pre-War. 


1919 

g 

1924 

26 

1930 

26 

1935  

16 

Post-War. 


Gowanlea  Flats 

...  5 

Arcon  

...  15 

OnidcQ  • • • • • • 

...  10 

Traditional 

...  70 

76 


100 


Total  176 


Burgh  of  Sanquhar. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  38  (18 
male,  20  female). 

During  the  year  19  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  28  (11  male,  1. 
female).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  11; 
Apoplexy,  7;  Cancer,  3.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Only  two  notifications  were  received,  one  of  a patient 
suffering  from  acute  primary  pneumonia,  and  the  other  of  a patient 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  J.A.  Rodgett,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  was  adequate  except  that,  during  a dry  spell  in 
May  and  June,  some  supplementation  was  required  from  the 
County  Council  supply. 
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The  average  consumpt  is  54  galls  per  head,  per  day. 
Sewage  Disposal. 

It  is  expected  that  work  on  the  new  double  filtration  works 
will  begin  in  the  summer  of  1962. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  a quarry  outwith  the  town. 

Housing. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  construction  of  five  houses  for  old 
persons. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  seven  totally  unfit 
houses  and,  of  these,  four  were  closed  during  the  year. 

There  were  148  sub-standard  houses  but  seven  were  removed 
from  this  category  by  the  owners  carrying  out  improvements. 

Five  applications  for  housing  improvement  grants  were 
allowed. 

F actories. 


Twenty  one  mechanical  factories  and  five  non-mechanical 
factories  are  registered  in  the  Burgh.  A number  of  contraventions 
of  the  Factories  Act  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  res- 
ponsible and  all  were  remedied. 

Schools. 


A temporary  building  to  give  additional  classroom  accom- 
modation at  Sanquhar  Academy  was  completed  during  the  year. 


